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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

We are on our trail observing 75 years of India’s Independence
through various programmes and observances. The month of March
becomes squarely relevant for us as a referent, such as Gandhi-lrwin
Pact (05.03.1931), Gandhiji’s first meeting with Rabindranath Tagore at
Jorasanko, Calcutta (06.03.1915), Gandhiji’s Dandi March for Salt Satyagraha
(09.03.1930) and Gandhiji’s arrest for the first time in Sabarmati Ashram
(10.03.1922). In this context we also remember the observance of first
Independence Day by People’s Republic of Bangladesh (26.3.1972), which
was liberated through a sustained struggle in 1971. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the first Prime Minister of Bangladesh who spearheaded
this historical national liberation struggle for independence was born on
07.03.1920. This is the 50™ anniversary of the liberation of Bangladesh
which is being celebrated all over the world. The Asiatic Society, Kolkata,
is contemplating to have some academic programmes on this occasion.
When the academic communities of this country are engaged in a serious
discussion on National Education Policy (2020), it is equally important for
all of us to look back on the Education Policy formulated by the Bengal
National Education Society which was formed on 11.03.1906.

Albert Einstein (born on 14.03.1879) was not only famous for the
publication of his General Theory of Relativity (20.03.1916), but he was
equally concerned for the welfare of the human kind in general, which was
vividly revealed in his small paper entitled, “Why Socialism” (published
in Monthly Review, May 1949). We are in the age of communication
technology. Therefore, it will not be out of place to remember that A.
Graham Bell made the first successful telephone call on 10.03.1876.
This will be equally important to remember the initiatives that began for
transmission of the first telegraphic messages between Agra and Calcutta
on 24.03.1855.

The city of Calcutta is well remembered for having a number of
pioneering institutions of the country, some of which were established
in the month of March, such as Geological Survey of India (05.03.1851),
Victoria Memorial Hall (17.03.1921), Rammohan Library (18.03.1905) and
National Library (21.03.1836).

Friends, we have in the meanwhile organised an international webinar
on 2" February, 2022 on 'Cultural Significance of the Studies on the
Ancient Cities in Poland and India : Emerging Perspectives' in collaboration
with International Cultural Centre, Krakow (Poland). Two speakers
delivered their lectures on behalf of Poland viz., Mr. Lukasz Glausek,
Programme Director, ICC, Krakow, spoke about the ancient city, ‘Katowice’,
and Dr. Michal Wisniewski, Head, Educational Department, Academy of
Heritage, ICC, Krakow, spoke about the ancient city ‘Krakow’. On behalf of
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FROM THE DESK OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY

the Asiatic Society, Kolkata, Professor Mohan
Gupta, former Vice-Chancellor, Maharshi
Panini Sanskrit and Vedic University and
Chairman, Ujjaini Vidyat Parishad, delivered
his lecture regarding the ancient city ‘Ujjaini’
and Professor Brinda Paranjape, Professor of
the Department of History, Banaras Hindu
University, delivered her lecture regarding the
ancient city ‘Banaras’. H.E. Professor Adam
Burakowski, ambassador of the Republic
of Poland to India, New Delhi, participated
in the programme as the Chief Guest. Dr.
Rajendralala Mitra Endowment Lecture was
delivered by Professor Tapati Guha Thakurta,
Hony. Professor of History and Former Director,
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata
and she spoke on 'From Pandit to Scholar :
Positioning Raja Rajendralala Mitra within
the Worlds of Antiquarian Scholarship in
19t Century India’ on 20™" February, 2022 at
3 p.m. at Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan at the
Society’s Salt Lake Complex. This was part
of a number of academic programmes to be
organised on the occasion of bicentenary of Dr.

Rajendralala Mitra, the first Indian President
of the Asiatic Society (1885). Professor
Sabyasachi Bhattacharya Memorial Lecture
2022 was organised on 30" January, 2022
(Webinar) in collaboration with Pashimbanga
Itihas Samsad and Professor Kunal Chakrabarti,
Retired Professor of History, Jawharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, delivered the lecture.
One day International Seminar will be organised
on Shyamadas Chatterjee : Experimenter par
Excellence on 15™ March, 2022 as part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Apart from other routine academic
activities, we have received a number of
proposals for collaborative research and
publication from various bodies, notable
among them is The School of Indian Heritage of
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University,
Belur Math, West Bengal, India.

Hope the members will increasingly take
part in various activities of the Society in the
months to come.

Please keep well and safe. @

/4&-&@&9”‘“
5. B. Chakrabarti)

General Secretary

Tagore Peace Award was handed over to Sheikh Hasina, the Hon'ble Prime Minister of
Bangladesh by Professor Isha Mahammad, the then President of the Society and Professor
Pradip Bhattacharya, Vice-President of the Society & M.P. (Rajya Sabha) on 05.10.2019.
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AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 7t MARCH 2022 AT 5 PM.

AT THE VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held
on 7th February, 2022.

2. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

3. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).

4. Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per Regula-
tion 49(q).

5.The following paper will be read by Professor Ashis Kumar Das:
Trends in Historical Quest: Bangladesh Liberation War

Dated :21.02.2022
cbx“kﬂ

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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TOBLE READ Trends in Historical
Quest: Bangladesh
Liberation War

Ashis Kumar Das
Professor, Department of History, Rabindra Bharati University

Abstract

Historiographical study of the Bangladesh war is almost nonexistent. It is a surprising reality in view
of the fact that there are a large number of books, researches, encyclopaedic works that came outin the
last half a century. However, there are plenty of online materials that can shed light on the "problem" of

writing about a war of independence that was participated by global powers. The“problem”is multifaceted.
Some have argued that documentation is still insufficient; to some, it is the problem of the classification
of documents. The problem also is how to investigate the cataclysmic event. If a sea of records are already
in print, a few more seas have to come out from the dark recesses of archival sources. Reminiscences and
oral history projects is also been systematically carried out. Unfortunately, again without any discussion of
what historiographic tools have been used in such documentation. If anyone indulges himself into Annals
School methodology of French origin, then he/she could find huge materials - albeit unstructured.

Besides the intrinsic importance of liberation war, there are questions to reveal the dilemmas inherent in
the historiography of 1971. These questions relate to the nature of the liberation war, the leadership of the
war, the political and military organisation of the war, strategy and tactics, differences in responses of the Left
organisations to the liberation war, the widespread phenomenon of traitors and collaborators, the response
and reactions of the superpowers, India's role, the role of non-resident Bengalis, and finally the response of
the world community. Most of these questions have differential traces, they overlap, they cross each other's

path—in short, they make a history leading to 1971 impossible.

The existing literature and scholarly works on the 1971 Liberation War could be classified in following
categories: (a) Official Records or Government Documents which includes History of the War of Independence
in Fifteen volumes of Bangladesh documents edited by Hasan Hafizur Rahman and documents published

by the government of India, (b) Books/articles written by the various categories of participants of the 1971
War and (c) Non-participants accounts. Considering all of this there are still some untapped sources that
could broaden our understanding of the past. This war was the blueprint of the then West Pakistan and
their foreign allies, including the native Razakars. So it is possible to read significant books by foreign
writers and journalists. For example The Blood Telegram (an award-winning book by Gary J. Bass),
Bangladesh: A Legacy of Blood by Anthony Mascarenhas, Blood in the Water (Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize book by Heather Ann Thompson) etc.

No book can totally cover the all-around story of the liberation war. There are various opinions
that are contradictory. And if true facts are written, it will be a problem for many who are
currently established. The war of liberation of Bangladesh took place in 1971.The books that
were published after this on the liberation war were very close to the truth. Those who
have written have become disillusioned and have tried to present the real picture of
the liberation war. Of course, they did not know that there would be various games
about this liberation war later and because they did not know, they presented
the truth. But lately published works were mostly done from the political
point of view. Thus the story of the liberation war has changed nowadays.
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Homage

Music World lost four distinguished personalities in
the second month of the New Year

(b. 1929) (b. 1931)
Bharat Ratna Geetashree
Lata Mangeshkar Sandhya Mukhopadhyay
passed away on 06.02.2022 passed away on 15.02.2022

(b. 1952) (b. 1931)
Eminent Music Director and Singer Veteran Music Composer
Bappi Lahiri Abhijit Bandyopadhyay
passed away on 15.02.2022 passed away on 21.02.2022

The Asiatic Society pays homage to them.
May they rest in peace
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Bangladesh Turns into Half-a-century

It was on 16 of December, 1972 that the
youngest sovereign republic of Bangladesh
was born after a prolonged and bitter fight
with the Pakistan army by the Liberation
Army of Bangladesh hugely supported by the
Indian Army. In that sense, Bangladesh is now
celebrating its 50" year of independence. The
whole nation is rejoicing and observing this
solemn occasion. We, the citizens of India,
particularly people from West Bengal, are
specially glad that the long-cherished dream
of the people of Bangladesh to develop on
their own lines have come to fruition.

Securing independence was not an easy
task. The concerted attempt on the part of
the West Pakistan Government to impose
their own culture and language as their
dominant culture evoked a strong reaction
from the people of the then East Pakistan
right from the beginning when Pakistan
was declared a new state in 1947 along with
India. Love for Bengali language resulted in
a huge movement as early as in 1952 when
nearly dozens of people sacrificed their lives
for the cause. There has hardly been any
parallel example in any other region of the
world where people have consistently fought
for their cultural independence. In spite of
the fact that the Bengalis constituted the
majority in Pakistan, they were subjected to
analien culture and language and were being
exploited economically and politically. The
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urge for cultural and linguisticindependence
thus culminated in the final establishment
of an independent state of Bangladesh.
The conflict culminated in 1971-72 when
millions of people were killed or were
subjected to torture, looting, uprootedness
and widespread destruction of property.
Large number of women, particularly those
living in the countryside, were gangraped.
Faced with this unprecedented violence
on their life and property, lakhs of people
crossed the border, and took shelter in the
border states of India. Eventually, to fight the
atrocities of the Pakistan army, they formed
a liberation army which engaged itself in
fighting clandestine war against the enemy
who were located in the mainland.

As a person living nearer to one such
border area of India, the present writer had a
personal experience of the ordeal which these
people, taking shelter in India, had to face.
They thronged themselves in public places,
railway stations, school and college buildings
and nearly every other empty place and roads
while living on the doles and munificence of
the people and voluntary organisations which
came forward to mitigate their sufferings. For
months together, the border area actually
turned into a battle field. It was actually a
peoples war where the‘unarmed’army of the
people had to fight against the sophisticated
army of Pakistan. The Government of India
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provided substantial help to these hapless
people by supporting their cause with moral
and material help.

It seems queer that Bangladesh observed
Independence Day two times — one in 1947
when, as part of the erstwhile Pakistan, it
secured freedom from British rule and the
other in 1972 when it secured freedom from
the hegemonistic rule of Pakistan. Bengalis
were uneasy as part of Pakistan from the very
beginning because the basis for the demand
for Pakistan and the subsequent creation of it
was religion and a type of cultural orientation
which they could never accept as their own.
On the other hand, love for language which
was their mother tongue and a cultural
heritage which they had been carrying on for
centuries created a type of bond among them
which ultimately resulted in the creation of
Bangladesh. There was a theoretical issue
involved whether religion can be a basis
for the creation of a sense of nationalism or
whether language along with a common
sharing of cultural heritage should be the
dominant criterion in creating and sustaining
a spirit of nationalism. Whereas Pakistan was
created on the slogan of religious unity, the
creation of Bangladesh was a triumph for the
later orientation.

Professor Anisuzzaman, the famous
Bangladeshi littérateur, has noted the relative
indifference of the people of Bangladesh in
observing its 50" year ofindependencein 1997
or in observing 150" year of Sepoy Mutiny or
the 60" year of its independence in 2007. He
raises the question whether this indicates a
feeling of alienation of the Bangladeshi people
from the history of the entire subcontinent.
The whole history of the freedom movement,
according to him, culminated in two things.
On the one hand, the British rulers became
increasingly aware that freedom has to be
conceded ultimately and that there was no
way out. The Cabinet Mission was thereby
sent to finalise the deal. But, on the other
hand, the separate and conflicting interest
of the Hindus and the Muslims became also

increasingly clear. That resulted in the idea of
Pakistan as a‘Muslim’ country. Even Gandhiji,
who was totally against the idea of Pakistan
and had declared that Pakistan can be created
only over his dead body, had succumbed to
the pressure of the Congress Party to accept
Pakistan as inevitable and unavoidable.
The 1932 communal award, the limited self
Government right in the 1935 Act resulting in
the creation of Provincial Assemblies where
the League Members became increasingly
prominent, the Lahore Resolution of the
Muslim League, the call for direct action in
1946 by the Muslim League - all these made it
inevitable that the only way to purchase peace
was to accede to the creation of Pakistan as a
Muslim country. In their eagerness to accept
Pakistan as a new centre of their power, the
Muslim leaders forgot that its two parts were
separated by thousands of miles and that
excepting Religion, there was nothing in
common - their culture, history, language - all
totally separated from one another. Zinnah
sarcastically commended once that he was
compelled to accept a‘moth eaten Pakistan’.
So, the new state was thus created on
the basis of religion. In spite of Zinnah'’s
initial assertion that the newly created
state of Pakistan would treat all its citizens
on an equal footing, Pakistan increasingly
became a religious state. The multinational,
multi-linguistic and multicultural bases of
the society were ignored and religion - that
too as practiced by the people of West
Pakistan —was sought to be imposed upon
the people in the eastern part of Pakistan.
Even the Muslim religion, as practised by the
people in Bangladesh, was linked with the
tradition and cultures of the local society. A
proposal, mooted in 1948, to accord equal
recognition to Bengali language along with
Urdu and English was defeated by a majority
vote in the National Assembly. The official
position was amply stated in an official
publication in a magazine Maheno where

Mizanur Rahaman stated, “I3feTs TroRSt
SNfere @A AT 77 1., e
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TR O3 @IF 1 (&, el G PACTIH
GF (AW, 9F T, 9F TGH, 9T Gwe ..,
@Ry ORI Teat g3, ©I(AF A2 OIS
CoTs yssfas 2eR? FOIRE 1", How
could the people of Bangladesh accept such
an extremely communal position? So the
creation of Bangladesh as a separate nation
was a historical necessity and a historical
inevitability.

But more important than the analysis
of the ‘origin’ of the cause, the economic
and socio-political impact of the creation
of Pakistan on religious lines, its impact
upon the millions of people living on either
side of the border, was tragic and most
devastating. The borders between the two
countries, were arbitrarily fixed. Radcliffe,
who was the Chief Arbitrator in drawing
the border line between the two countries,
wrote subsequently in a letter “Nobody in
India will love me for the award about the
Punjab and Bengal and there will be roughly
80 million people with a grievance who will
begin looking for me. | do not want them
to find me”. Again, ‘on my arrival, | told all
political leaders that the time at my disposal
was very short. But all leaders like Zinnah,
Nehru and Patel told me that they wanted a
line before or on 15" August. So | drew them
a line”. Here line means the border.

So the line of demarcation between the
two countries was artificial. People, who had
lived together for centuries, irrespective of
their religion became homeless. And as the
population was mixed on either side of the
border, Hindus in erstwhile east Pakistan
and Muslims living in this side of the border
became a threatened community. For millions
of people, freedom from British rule was not
the major issue. The issue was “Desh Bhag’,
partition of the country which resulted in
untold misery, violence, threat to life and
property, extensive religious persecution,
forcible conversion, attack on women and
the like. Facing this type of threat, either real
or imagined, people in thousands migrated
from one side of the border to the other side.
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Neighbours who have lived peacefully for
generations became suspects overnight on
religious basis and were perceived as enemies.
So partition or Desh Bhag was not an occasion
for them for enjoying freedom from British
rule. One has thus to search for“the meaning
of partition for those who lived throughiit, the
trauma it produced and the transformation
it wrought”. Gnanendra Pandey (Prose of
Otherness), Urbashi Butalia, Kamala Bhasin,
Ritu Menon etc. on the western side or Kanti
Pakrashi, Sandip Bandyopadhyay, Asoke Sen,
Jasodhara Bagchi, Subhoranjan Dasgupta,
Pradip Bose, Semanti Ghosh and many other
writers in the eastern part of India have gone
into the issue of the trials and tribulations
which people had to face as a result of Desh
Bagh or partition.
The word Refugees’has two connotations.
It means the Udbastus (refugee), the Uprooted,
people who have been forced to leave their
place of habitation where they had been living
for generations. But also the word ‘Refugees’
imply the Sharanarthis, the asylum seekers
who have been forced to migrate against
their will and who, at least initially, are not
received well by the original inhabitants of
the land where they are migrating. These
are the people who have borne the brunt of
the fallacies of the two nation theory which
represent the inconsistencies behind the
creation of Pakistan. The untold miseries it
created for the people on both sides of the
border was not a onetime catastrophe as it
was in the case of Punjab but it continued
in a series in Bengal and in different phases.
The stream continues even now and has
generated hate speech or hate campaigns
against “Bangladeshis” by people who are
communal in orientation and ideology. They
are treated as the marginal, the unwanted who
are the victims of the political chess board.
Sankha Ghosh in his 'Deshohin’' poem wrote
S Y S@L[ AN 0 /AL JCF
AT AT SN AR ITeTe! o™ |
While congratulating Bangladesh and
celebrating the occasion of the 50" anniversary
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of its birth, we need to recapitulate this tragic
history with the hope that with the birth of
Bangladesh, the historic error of the religion
based two nation theory is likely to signal its
discontinuation. The danger of communal
orientation in politics is not over. One can
even argue that it is increasing, at least in
this part of the subcontinent. The danger of
the slogan, “Hindi, Hindu and Hindusthan”
is likely to remind us of the dangerous days
in our country of the period immediately
before and after the days of partition. The
secular fabric of the nation which has been
built in our country is facing a threat now
because of the emergence of Hindutwabadi
politics today. The periodical eruption of
communal violence in Bangladesh, the recent
orchestrated attack on the sacred temples
of the Hindus in Bangladesh by a section
of communally oriented groups remind us
that the danger of communal orientation is
a persistent phenomenon in both sides of
the border.

| can mention here of a book written

by Salam Azad entitled (in Bengali) Hindu
Sampraday Keno Destyag Korche published
by the Muktijuddha archive in Bangladesh
which is a huge documentation of the
reasons for and the nature of migration of
the Hindus in Bangladesh. In five chapters
the author analyses the reasons for such
migration even in post 1972 era. These are -
communal torture, communal attack, enemy
property act (subsequently changed into
Vested Property Act), capture of the Debottor
property and the meagre representations
of the Hindus in Government jobs. Two
things are of importance here to note, viz,,
the danger of communalism still persists in
Bangladesh resulting in the continued out-
migration of people from that country. But
second and more important, the Bangladesh
Government is sincerely trying to mitigate
the communal tension which exists in the
larger society. The heritage of Bangladesh is
not religion based nationalism but language
and culture based nationalism.

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President
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Bangladesh Liberation Struggle - Personal

Reminiscences

Pradip Kumar Bhattacharya

Vice President, The Asiatic Society & MP (Rajya Sabha)

It is a remarkable story of independence
of Bangladesh which happened 50 years
back. | recall that during the year 1971,
we were all young and almost students in
various institutions. At the instance of Smt.
Indira Gandhi and Shri Siddhartha Shankar
Roy, we were in the field to arrange shelters,
food and medical facilities to the homeless
refugees from Bangladesh in this part of
our country. | recall in the early hours of
26th March 1971, a military crackdown by
the Pakistan army began. In Bangladesh,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who was known
as ‘Bangabandhu’, was arrested and other
political leaders dispersed, mostly fleeing to
neighbouring areas in India where they set
up a provisional government. Before being
arrested, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman passed
a handwritten note to the Pakistani Army
which contained the Bangladeshi Declaration
of Independence. This handwritten note of
Bangladesh Independence was broadcast
by Bengali Army officer Major Ziaur Rahman.
Major Ziaur Rahman captured the Kalurghat
Radio Station in Chittagong and he read the
declaration of Independence of Bangladesh
during the evening hours on 27" March. The
note went something like this—

"This is Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra. I, Major
Ziaur Rahman, at the direction of Ban-
gobondhu Mujibur Rahman, hereby declare
that the Independent People’s Republic of
Bangladesh has been established. At his
direction, | have taken command as the
temporary Head of the Republic. In the name

IO e Monthly Bulletin, March 2022

of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, | call upon all

Bengalees to rise against the attack by the

West Pakistani Army. We shall fight to the

last to free our motherland. Victory is, by the

Grace of Allah, ours. Joy Bangla!

The Provisional Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh was formed
on 10th April in Meherpur (later renamed
as Mujibnagar, a town adjacent to the
Indian border). Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was announced to be the Head of the
State. Tajuddin Ahmed became the Prime
Minister; Syed Nazrul Islam became the acting
president and Khondaker Mostaqg Ahmed
became the Foreign Minister. The war plan
was sketched out with Bangladesh armed
forces and named “Muktifouj”. Later these
forces were named “Muktibahini” (freedom
fighters). M. A. G. Osmani was appointed as
the Chief of the Armed Forces.

During those days, when we got
instructions from Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri
Siddhartha Shankar Roy, we were the then
young forces of West Bengal and were deeply
connected with Indian National Congress. We
had visited different refugee camps where the
refugees from the Bangladesh took shelter.
It may be handled and said that as many
as 827 state camps and 19 Central camps
accommodated one of the largest migrant
movements ever in history.

I recall oneincident when we had a chance
to meet Tajuddin Ahmed, who was the Prime
Minister-in exile of Provisional Government of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and Syed



Nazrul Islam, who was the Acting President-in
exile. | could not forget the day when we as a
group of young people met Tajuddin Ahmed
at a particular place in West Bengal. He was
very much elated to know that we have visited
some refugee camps where the refugees from
the Bangladesh took shelter. We had informed
him that we have procured rice, pulses and
other essential food grains and distributed
these at different refugee camps. It was such
thrilling experience for all of us to workamong
the helpless refugees. The religious orientation
of these helpless refugees from Bangladesh
never crossed our minds. We never thought
that they are from a different country. It was
such a unique experience that when we were
talking with them in Bengali language, it
created an atmosphere of absolute friendship.
Speaking in Bengali language, it touched
hearts of people from both sides. At the same
time, when the refugees were explaining
the trouble they had faced at the hands of
Pakistani Army, how women were raped and
people were brutally killed, they cried. Their
stories touched our hearts and we had cried
with them because our common language
transcended all barriers. | further recall one
incident where one Bangladeshi refugee
narrated how he was nabbed by Pakistani
Army when he was trying to flee to India. The
Pakistani Army personnel surrounded him,
picked him up and forcibly took him to one of
the many detention camps being operated by
Pakistani Army. The man cried like anything
and pleaded with Pakistani Army personnel to
set him free. However, all his pleading fell on
deaf ears. However, fortunately, Indian Army
personnel arrived on that spot and rescued
that man. Later, this Bangladeshi man uttered
that his country will always be grateful to India
for helping during these times of crisis and
helping the Bangadeshi refugees with food,
water & medicines.

Further, | can recall the immense
contributions of the then Marxist Leader
and later Former Chief Minister of West
Bengal Jyoti Basu and the then very Senior

Leader of the Indian National Congress
and Former President of India Shri Pranab
Mukhopadhyay in the betterment of the
situation of Bangladeshi refugees. At the
direction of Smt. Indira Gandhi, Sheikh Hasina
was allowed political shelter in India and
Sheikh Hasina was given shelter in New Delhi.
Shri Pranab Mukhopadhyay was very much
familiar with Sheikh Hasina and | can recall
frequent political meetings between them
at the Office of Shri Pranab Mukhopadhyay
in New Delhi.

We also had information on how the
Indian Army bravely entered Pakistani
Army barracks and fought with them and
defeated them. It was indeed remarkable to
note that a new country was created only
on the basis of common language, which is
Bengali language. It never happened before,
in any part of the world, that a country was
created on the basis of Bengalilanguage. The
Bangladesh Liberation was perhaps the only
instance in the world where language was
the cementing force of the people to fight
out against the enemy and make the country
free from enemy’s hands.

Now, we have crossed 50 years of liberation
of Bangladesh. However, till this day when we
visit Bangladesh, the people of that country
always recognise the contribution of India
for the freedom struggle. As the UN marks
International Day of Victims of Genocide,
India has called for paying homage to the
three million people killed and hundreds of
thousands of women raped by the Pakistan
Army and religious militias in the 1971
Liberation War, describing it the “most horrific
episode in human history”.

However, it is really unfortunate that
a small section of Bangladeshi people are
pitching anti-India slogans inside that
country. But, | am grateful to Smt. Sheikh
Hasina, Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
who has taken strong action against such
people who are trying to create some sort
of disturbances or terrorist movements
inside that country. She has taken initiatives
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in demolishing all the terrorist training
camps inside that country. Due to her strong
measures, the terrorist groups who were
planning anti-India operations, have been
marginalised to a large extent. For this, we the
people of India collectively congratulate and
thank Sheikh Hasina Ji, Hon'ble Prime Minister
of Bangladesh, the Awami league and people
of Bangladesh.

Lastly, | feel that new generations coming
up in both countries are not very aware
of the sacrifices made by the Bangladeshi
Muktiyoddhas during the liberation movement

of Bangladesh. So, we will all be happy if the
Govt. of Bangladesh and the Govt. of West
Bengal through their joint collaboration can
bring out booklets depicting the history
and different anecdotes of the Bangladeshi
liberation struggle and distribute them
among the students from both the countries.
This will further strengthen the bonds
between the two countries and awareness
will spread among common people regarding
the sacrifices made by the people of both
these countries in making the liberation of
Bangladesh successful.

Before his pen went dry, Pranab Mukherjee
wrote on 1971

InJune 1971, ayoung Member of Parliament
stood up toinitiate a discussion, calling for the
Government of India to accord diplomatic
recognition to the Bangladesh government-
in exile based in the Bangladeshi town of
Mujibnagar that functioned as the provisional
government, while its leader, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was in a Karachi prison.

The MP, 36-year-old Pranab Mukherjee,
spoke at length about the precedents to intervention in world history, and the brutal
atrocities being carried out in Bangladesh that necessitated Indian action.

“l am talking of a political solution which means categorically recognising the
sovereign democratic government of Bangladesh. Political solution means giving
material help to the democratic, sovereign government of Bangladesh,” he said.

The speech and his memories of 1971 and the liberation war of Bangladesh are in
one of the last long articles the former President completed before he died in August
last, a part of an anthology of essays in honour of the birth centenary year of Mujib,
as Bangladesh’s founding father is known.

The book, called Voice of Millions, was published earlier this year but is yet to be
launched formally. What makes the essay more poignant is that Mukherjee was due
to address another session of Bangladesh Parliament, this time a Special Session
on March 22-23 to mark the Mujib centenary, and also to attend the book’s launch.
However, the functions in Dhaka were put off due to the coronavirus pandemic, and
when they are held, the former MP, Minister and President will not be a part of them.

Courtesy : Suhasini Haidar, The Hindu, October 18, 2020
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Liberation of Bangladesh : Some Personal
Reminiscences from Kolkata

Pallab Sengupta
Former President, The Asiatic Society

| can still recollect even after five decades,
every minute detail of the dusky winter
evening of 16th December 1971. That day |
was hurrying to reach home as curfew order
was imposed all over Kolkata and the suburbs.
Curfew was declared few days back due to the
conflict between the Indian and Pakistani Air
forces in the backdrop of the liberation war
in the neighbouring East Pakistan region. It
was continuing for almost a week as there
was apprehension of probable air strikes by
the Pakistani Air forces upon our metropolis.

As | descended from the bus, | was
astonished to notice that though it was almost
6pm, the scheduled time for curfew to begin,
all the street lights were glaring, shops were
open, public vehicles, private cars,taxis were
plying normally, and the streets were crowded
too. | was at a loss to understand why people
were flouting the curfew orders. In a minute
or two everything became clear when | met
a neighbour who informed me that the war
was over, the Pak forces had surrendered to
the Indian Army and erstwhile East Pakistan
had finally liberated to the new identity of
independent nation of Bangladesh. | was
glued to my books in the National Library
in Alipore the whole day, hence was totally
unaware of this grand news.

2

The day had marked the end of a nine
month long war of liberation as Lt Gen. A.AK.
Niazi, the commanding officer of the Pakistan
Army in East Pakistan had surrendered with

his men, thousands in numbers, to Lt.Gen.
J.S.Arora, the commanding officer of the
Indian Army in the warfront. Prior to this,
Government of India at the behest of Swadhin
Bangla Sarkar had decided to render full
assistance to the Mukti Fauz of the fighting
nation. By then the Swadhin Bangla Sarkar
which was in exile, was given diplomatic
recognition by the Indian Government. In
order to retaliate that, Pakistani war planes
all of a sudden made simultaneous strikes
on the night of 3rd December 1971 upon a
number of Indian army bases in Kalaikunda,
Uttariyal and other places. As an expected
consequence, war began between the two
countries. Curfew in my city was just an
obvious corollary.

Within a few days of the airstrikes,
Khansenas ( the common term used for
Pak soldiers then) went backfoot. Unable
to combat the joint onslaught of the
Mukti Fauz, better known as Jai Bangla,
the guerrila fighters and the Indian Army,
the Pak Army along with the Rajakars
(henchmen), began abominable atrocity
upon the common people of East Pakistan.
With fierce vengeance they unleashed a
mayhem of murders, rapes, loots and arson
all over the country. Though some nations
of the Anglo- American blocks had rendered
support to Pakistan, but many countries
like Russia gave diplomatic recognition to
Bangladesh. Pakistan could not withstand
such international pressure either and their
surrender became imminent.
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War of liberation of Bangladesh had left
an indelible mark upon the social, economic,
political as well as cultural aspects of West
Bengal. About 10 million people who had to
flee from their homes in Bangladesh during
the war took shelter in our state, and also in
Tripura and Assam. | can still recollect that it
was the time for many families settled in West
Bengal and other states of India to realise
painfully that their distant relatives who
lived on the other side of the border, are now
refugees in their country.

In such a gloomy and disturbed state of
affairs, however, | was personally benefitted
to a good extent. During those nine months
of the war, a large number of writers, poets,
artistes, singers, actors, scholars from East
Pakistan used to visit Kolkata regularly
and got acquainted closely with their
counterparts in West Bengal, i.e. Us. Poet
Belal Choudhuri was our old friend, so
were brothers Eklashuddin and Ekbaluddin
Ahmed. They got us introduced to their
friends from Dhaka, Rajsahi and other parts
of Bangladesh.

| got to know more literati and artistes
of Bangladesh who used to visit Akashbani,
the Calcutta radio station as | was a regular
performer in the Bengali Talks Section of
Akashbaniinthose times.|also had some close
friends in All India Radio, (A.l.R),Calcutta then,
namely Suhas Chaudhuri ( Salil Chaudhuri's
younger brother), Gauri and Partha Ghosh
(very popular recitation artistes), Kabita Sinha
(noted poet and novelist) who along with the
intellectuals and artistes from Bangladesh
often participated together in programmes
for the campaign of the Liberation war.

In this connection | would humbly submit
that | too was privileged to play a tiny
part in such campaigns for the liberation
of Bangladesh which were aired from
Akashbani. Mr.Suranjan Dutta Biswas, the
then programme - executive of the Bengali
Talks section of A.LR liked my talks. Oneday
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he asked me to take the responsibility of
presenting a feature - series titled " Camerar
Chokhe" ( view through the camera) as a
part of the campaign for liberation war.
Akashbani's leading newsreaders Debdulal
Bandyopadhyay, Pranabesh Sen, Upen
Tarafdar, Bibhuti Das were overburdened
as they had to broadcast daily updates of
the war from the continuous flow of news
that came directly from warfronts. So A.L.R
asked regulars like us to give service in
another way.

4

My participation in the feature- series
was absorbing and at times painstaking as
well. As A.l.LR needed something different
from the regular war data to strengthen the
campaign,they suggested that my feature
should be based on photographs of war-
stricken Bangladesh which were available in
both Indian and foreign newspapers. My job
in that programme was to describe those
photos in words with all minute details so that
innumerable listeners of A.l.R would become
more aware of the devastating situation
in Bangladesh. Those photos were usually
collected and selected from newspapers,
but many a time important photos were also
available from the Muktisenas ( the freedom
fighters) who used to come to Kolkata for
medical treatment or to meet their comrades
working in Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra,(
the independent radio of Bangladesh) which
was operating secretly from a well guarded
house in Shakespeare Sarani in Calcutta. My
Bangladeshi friends there used to collect
photographs from the Muktisenas and hand
over to me for my programme.

Though a very small effort, but somehow
Camerar Chokhebecame popular with the
listeners. Some episodes of the feature
used to be recorded and were re- broadcast
simultaneously by A.l.LR and Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra in various corners
of the devastated country. | was touched
and elated when | was informed by my



Bangladeshi comrades that the programme
was appreciated in Bangladesh also.

Mr. Jyotirmoy Moulik, a very senior officer
in the Indian Deputy High Commission in
Dhaka had stayed there during the entire
period of the Liberation War. After retirement
he came back with his family and settled
in Kolkata as our next door neighbours in
Tollygunje. The two familes became close in
no time. From Moulik Kaka (as | used to fondly
call him) also | came to know about the wide
acceptance of Camerar Chokhein Bangladesh.

My vocal contribution, a humble attempt
to the cause of liberation of Bangladesh, thus
remains as a fond memory till date.

5

When on 7th March 1971 Sk.Mujibur
Rahaman had delivered his historic speech,
his clarion call to his people to go all out
and join the war of liberation, no one was
sure about the outcome. But time proved
that his dream was not an impossibility.
And ultimately when the evening of 16th
December 1971 arrived, as if a silent vibration

of Angshuman Roy's famous song "T*TC,
G5 YT (A T T FIFER /"

( Listen to one Mujibar's words in the voice
of lakhs Mujibars) echoed throughout the
country. The flood of joy was overwhelming
all over Bengal - both in East and West alike.
Thousands of martyrs, fondly called as Mukti
Yoddha, who had laid their lives for the cause
were remebered on that day. A movement
which began on 21st February 1952 had
finally completed full circle on 16th December
1971. Mujibar's dream became a reality.

The liberation- war rendered yet another
important impact on the acadmic world of
West Bengal. The rich storehouse of literature
on the other side of the fence, which was not
accessible to us till then, was a gift to us from
Bangladesh War, thereby adding one more
dimension to the study of Bengali Literature
— Bangladesher Sahitya ( Literature of
Bangladesh). It was a new subject which | got
chance to introduce and teach in Rabindra
Bharati University during my tenure there as
a faculty in the Department of Bengali.

Thus for me too, full circle was completed
from presenting Camerar Chokhe during
liberation war to introducing Literature of
the independent Bangladesh nation in my
university.
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A Squirrel’s Tale

Pabitra Sarkar

Former Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati University

All of you know about the squirrel in the
Ramayana, who rolled himself on the sand
at the Indian seashore and then dipped into
the Indian Ocean, to shed the thin layer of
sand it had on its body, thus presuming that
it was helping to build the bridge across the
sea, that would enable Rama'’s forces to reach
Lanka. Only then Rama would be able to fight
the evil Ravana and bring back Sita from his
clasp. | consider myself such a celebrated
animal, when I look back to my efforts, some
50 years back, which, surprisingly, brought
me the highest honour of my life, a‘Friend of
Liberation War of Bangladesh' title in 2015,
from the Government of Bangladesh.

It was way back in 1969 and, empowered
by a Fulbright grant, | was then a Ph. D. student
at the University of Chicago. Rumblings of
dissatisfaction with the Pakistani domination
had already started in East Pakistan, and, as
one born in that proud corner of the world, |
was keeping a keen eye on the news coming
from the area. The television was not of
much help, as American television at that
point of time was not still interested what
was happening in that far, and strategically
less important part of the world. It would
become interested later. Newspapers of
the Subcontinent were subscribed by the
University, but they took about four to six
months to reach the distant shores of the US,
as they came by what is calld‘the surface mail.
East Pakistani dailies like the English Pakistan
Observer, and Bangla Dainik Ittefaq, Dainik
Azad etc.took about the same time. | attacked
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them for whatever news | could get of the
troubles and unrest. They came somewhat
garbled though, out of the fear of military
browbeating or worse. You could, however,
get the feel of the hidden agitation, if you
read between the lines. In such a newspaper
| read the news about the banning of five
Bengali books, written by then East Pakistan
authors. One was Trailokyanath Chakraborty’s
autobiography, Jele Trish Bachhar, and
Samskhritik Sampradayikata by Badaruddin
Umar was another ; Abdul Mannan Syed'’s
Satyer Moto Badmash, a book of short stories
and another book of stories of Jyotiprakash
Dutta, the name of which, unfortunately, skips
my memory. Trailokyanath, an heir of the
revolutionary freedom fighters, was already
dead. | would meet Jyotiprakash later in the
US and we would become close friends. Syed
and Umar also | would meet later in Kolkata
and Bangladesh. The themes and styles
of both the storytellers were modern and
unconventional, with an air of rebellion. Umar
was a radical and staunch rationalist, who
would later be more famous as a historian
and analyst of the language movement in
Bangladesh. Only Jyotiprakash and Umar are
now, happily, living.

Surprisingly, or not so surprisingly perhaps,
[ found all five of the books at the Regenstein
Library, the major library of the University.
It is a fact that this Library has one of the
largest stocks of South Asian books. | pored
over the above books, and wrote an article
‘Five Dangerous Books' in Mehfil, then the



journal of South Asian Studies departments
in the USA, discussing their contents and
approaches, thereby explaining why they
were considered ‘objectionable’ by the
authorities, headed by General Yahya Khan.

Its publication caused some furor in the
academic circles of the West. Many people
in them were, one could say, academically
interested in South Asia, but its politics
remained out of focus for many. Now it
was known that everything was not right
in the state of Denmark, so to say. Pakistani
students and others who sided with them
communicated their dissatisfaction with, and
disapproval of, the publication to Professor
Naim, Professor of Urdu at the U of C, and
the editor of the Journal. Naim was a liberally
oriented Indian, who ignored the objections.
To add to the problem, an Urdu scholar in
London, Hamza Alavi, an Aligarh University
alumnus, who was researching on Raja
Rammohan Ray, translated the article in his
Urdu periodical Chingari, issued from London,
and now it came under wider notice across the
continents. This hullabaloo went on. At that
time, a young teacher from the Michigan State
University, at East Lansing, Michigan came to
give a pre-interview demonstration lecture
for a teaching position in the Anthropology
department of the U of C. He was a Bengal
specialist, worked on Bengali folk religion
and rituals. He spoke, as we found out later,
Bangla like a Bengali, without any ‘accent’ In
his lecture, too, this teacher, Ralph Nicholas
(we became excellent friends later) touched
upon the unrest of East Pakistan, and, while
he was doing so, he faced some heckling
by listeners who favoured Pakistan. Ralph
confronted all their belligerent questions with
his characteristic cool, which, apart from his
manifest qualifications, earned for him a post
at my University.

Soon following that, as everything
indicated an inevitable war with Pakistan,
my new friend Shamsul Bari, then teaching
Bengali at the Department of South Asian
Studies, confided to me and informed that

East Pakistan Bengalis in Chicago and the
vicinity wanted to do something for the
liberation of their motherland and they had
formed a close group in the city with the
objective. Should we be ready to join them
? We (me and my wife Maitreyi) were only
too glad to agree, as East Bengal was both
of ours birthplace. We began to meet at the
residence of the world-famous engineer and
architect Fazlur Rahman Khan (F. R. Khan),
who, we were thrilled to learn, had made
till then the highest building in the USA,
the Sears Tower in Chicago, and had already
earned the title’‘Engineering Man of the Year’
three times by the US Engineering Association
or something of that kind. But when we met
him, he looked and behaved like a Bengali to
the core, which surprised us even more. His
wife was German and they had a charming
young daughter of about 12 years. The whole
family was for Bangladesh. We were not only
treated royally at Fazlur’s place, but when
our deliberations of the day were over, a torn
and dog-eared Gitabitan of Rabindranath
would be brought out from a hiding place
in Fazlur's bookshelves, and he would start
singing old-time Rabindrasangits like ‘ki
paini, ‘ami tomay jato, ‘pran chay, chokkhu
na chay’ etc. Pankaj Mallik and K L Saigal
were his special favourites. We also sang to
our heart’s content. Shamsul’s would be wife,
Supriya, had an excellent singing voice, so
had Maitreyi. Among the others in the party
was, Muhammad Yunus (later Dr. an Nobel
Laureate for Peace). Expatriate Bengalis were
ready to respond to the call of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib.

Our plans were primarily to raise a dollar
fund by which we could send some weapons
of war to the Bangladeshi soldiers, and other
war materials like rubber boats and gears
for divers--flaps, snorkels etc. That part was
handled by Shamsul and Fazlur, who had
made connections with some American
agents who dealt in such matters. To raise
money, we had a three-pronged programme.
One, raise direct subscriptions from South
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Asian and American friends who sympathized
with our cause ; two, prepare dinners for
guests, mostly Americans, who would pay a
hundred dollar for a South Asian treat. And
three, organize ‘cultural events’ in which
attendance would also be for a fee.

Come the summer of 1970, and we were
all out with our plans. My role was to tie up
the Indian, particularly the Indian Bengali
community to this project, and that was no
big problem. | had some hand in forming
the Bengali Association of Greater Chicago
with my friend Girin Ray, and we already
had a solid body of people interested in our
cause. Shamsul also put the responsibility or
organizing cultural events on my shoulders.
Bengali wives of Chicago were excellent
cooks, (my wife not excluded) and two
fund-raising dinners at Chicago were huge
successes. The International House, the hostel
for foreign students of the University, was
ever ready to provide us with an excellent
venue. We Bengalis had already been using
it for many cultural events, even theatrical
performances.

There was an interlude which involved
none other than Noam Chomsky. He came
to the University of Chicago to lecture on
American foreign policy, and we, as could
be expected, thronged to hear him. In the
qguestion-answer session following the
lecture we asked him about his reactions to
Bangladesh Liberation War. Chomsky hedged
a little, as, we felt, he was guided by the early
Chinese ambivalence about the War. We
told him that he was wrong, and no force in
the world would be able to withhold a free
Bangladesh for long. Chomsky did not press
his point.

We organized two cultural programmes;
one at Chicago, and another at Ann Arbor,
Michigan. Artists from Bangladesh and
India took partin them enthusiastically, and
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Bengalis spread over two or three hundred
miles across the US Midwest crowded to
watch them. There were the usual fare of
Tagore and Nazrul songs, with some of
Abbas Uddin and Salil Chowdhury thrown
in. There were lectures and skits. Details will
be out-of-place here, but I'll end my story
with an episode that | have not been able
to forget.

Our programmes usually ended with
‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ So did the one at Ann
Arbor, the audience stood up and greeted us
with thunderous clapping. We came out of
the auditorium with a sense of satisfaction.
The crowd came out and milled about to talk
to friends, some of whom were meeting after
some time. At this juncture a diminutive and
shrunken old man came forward and started
wringing my hands. He was shaking and his
eyes were full of tears. He said, ‘You don't
know what you have brought back to me
this afternoon. | didn’t dream of this ever, in
the wildest of my dreams. My own language!
My own culture, and the land | was born in!
It’s all come back to me ! He addressed his
stately wife and tall son standing beside him,
both Americans, ‘See Emily, see Frank, this is
my country, this is my culture, and they've
brought all back to me, from across the
oceans !"Tears began to roll down his cheeks.
His wife gently patted him on his shoulder,
and tried to calm him by saying, ‘Easy, Amar,
Easy ! Calm yourself!"But he could not. He was
sobbing, still wringing my hand.

This was Amar Chakraborty, who had fled
his village in Bikrampur in 1930s, as he was
being hounded by the British police for being
a terrorist. He came to the US, found a job
at the Ford Motor Company at Detroit, and
married an American girl and a home there.

Whatever little we could do there, became
worthwhile, by the tears and deep emotions
shown by many people like Amar Chakraborty.



Reminisce about Bangladesh Liberation War

Asok Kanti Sanyal
Biological Science Secretary, The Asiatic Society

I am walking through the lanes and
by-lanes in my memory-lands of fifty years
old, the year 1971. When we did not have
television, computer and mobile phones,
but there were Radio and daily Newspapers,
the prime sources of all news. These media
were then listened and read by the Indians
especially the world’s Bengali speaking
people and particularly of West Bengal who
were very much concerned and worried
about the fate of Bengali of the then East
Pakistan.

The Awami League which was constituted
in 1945 and later recognized as the National
Party in Pakistan was continuously fighting
against oppressive control over the eastern
territory of the country by the Pakistan's
military dictators. The people under the
leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
supremo of the Awami League, struggled
for independence to get rid of their tyrannic
life. The year 1971 is remembered as the
tumultuous year of the struggle by the
people of East Pakistan and creation of an
independent nation Bangladesh. In this
year Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was refused
to allow to form a government that he
was entitled to. In protest, he on March 7,
1971 in a mass rally in Dhaka gave a call for
independence from Pakistan which resulted
popular demonstration all over East Pakistan
in support of Mujibur’s demand. In that
meeting he also named the independent East
Pakistan as Bangladesh. In a cruel attempt to
put down their protests, on March 25, 1971,

the Pakistan troops started mass killing of
people which ended up in a genocide in the
code name - Operation Searchlight. Mujibur
Rahman was captured by the Pak army the
same nightand put him in solitary cell in West
Pakistan. The genocide continued for days
together, some 200,000 women sacrificed
their honor and about three million people
lost their lives. Millions of people then forced
to decide to escape to the neighboring Indian
states mainly West Bengal. In April that year
the Awami League leaders in exile under
the India government’s protection, set up
a provisional Bangladesh government in
Meherpur in West Bengal. By May 1971, the
Indian government and the Bangladesh
government in exile, made an agreement
under which India promised to provide
military training and operational support.

The Indira Gandhi government then set up
on 6th December a combined command of
the Indian Army and Bangladesh Mukti Bahini
to attack on the Pakistani occupation army in
Bangladesh. This led to India — Pakistan war
that ended with the surrender of the Pakistani
forces on December 16, 1971.

In May onwards, it was one and only
discussion among the people of West Bengal
about the Liberation war of the Bangladeshi
people against the Pak army. One day after
the war started in December, 1971, we few
friends were discussing with a cup of tea in
the science college canteen about Liberation
war, then one friend informed that people
are freely entering in Jessore of Bangladesh.
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| then expressed desire to see what was
happening there in Bangladesh. Next day
myself and one friend went to Bongaon by
train and from there reached Border by foot
following others and crossed over to Jessore
without any problem and reached the village
probably Jhikorgachhi. We found thousands
of people from India were already present
there. Bangladeshi tailors were tirelessly
making small - sized already designed
Bangladesh flags and people were rushing to
procure a flag, might be of 3 /4 rupees cost.
The whole area was flooded with flags. | also
bought a flag and few other print materials
containing Mujibur Rahman'’s speech. There
were many other make - shift stalls of
food, vegetables, etc. | still remember that
myself like others saw there first time the
303 rifles with the Indian Army. Next day we
the students of Ballygunge Science College
took initiative to stop the vehicles on the
Ballygunge Circular Road, showed them
the Bangladesh flag brought from Jessore
yesterday and collected donation for the
Bangladesh Liberation war victims.

Soon after surrender of Pak forces, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was released from jail
by Pakistan and he returned to Dhaka,
Bangladesh on 10%" January, 1972 via London
and Delhi. It was Initially decided that he will
return Dhaka via London - Delhi - Kolkata.
The then Chief Minister of West Bengal Sri
Siddhartha Shankar Ray also sent a message
requesting the concerned official to arrange
halt of Sheikh Mujibur at Kolkata on the
way to his country - the people of Kolkata
want to see Bangabandhu. But later while
talking with Indira Gandhi it was planned
to go straight from Delhi to Dhaka. But this
changed schedule was not known to lakhs of
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people including myself who were waiting
with eager interest at the Kolkata Airport
since early morning to see Sheikh Mujibur.
Kolkata Airport was kept open for the people.
After waiting there for few hours, we were
once getting information that Mujibur was
not going via Kolkata Airport and after some
times people started saying that he will be
coming in Kolkata today. The Janata who left
the place they again came to the Airport.
But ultimately, | returned home with failed
mindset.

Another horrible situation | had to
experience during that period was visit to
the camps established at Hasnabad, South
24- Parganas, West Bengal for the Bangladeshi
people. Few relatives from Chattogram
district, Bangladesh came to the house of one
of my neighbors. The neighbor requested me
to accompany the persons to the camps at
Hasnabad, for collection of some documents
which they need for staying in India. Still, |
cannot forget the extremely difficult day that
how we travelled by bus having no space to
keep feet and what harassment we faced to
finish our job. We had to spent whole day
without food and water to drink. However,
| finally succeeded to help few distressed
persons.

Lastly, my memory takes me to that day of
December 7,2003 when | visited the residence
of the man for whom | once waited for six
hours at the Kolkata Airport and could not see
him. | also failed to see that man the former
Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at his Dhanmundi residence, Dhaka.
| saw only sprinkles of his blood and signs
of bullet-hits on the walls which were used
on August 15, 1975 to brutally assassinate
Bangabandhu and most members of his family.
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ISy T B, Tt is the spirit of the 1971

war which predominates Bangladeshi

politics and statecraft. Its vibrant civil
society and political processes have
prevented the country from turning into
an Islamic republic. ...Bengalis turned
decisively against the two-nation theory
of 1947, fundamentalism therefore has not
become a determining force in Bangladesh.
The ideal of the Liberation War, is still
strong and predominant'—The Trauma
and the Triumph—Vol. 2, p. 142).
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has been an unprecedented influx
of people from Bangladesh...the
continuing influx threatens to be a
dislocating factor in the administrative
field in our state today, but the policy
of my government and the Union
Government shall is to give shelter to
all those who seek refuge on the soil of
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"When asked the reason for the extent of
the killing, General Tikka Khan reportedly
replied : "I am not concerned with the people.
I'am concerned with the land.".... Troops raped
Bengali women and girls, while "cities and
towns became bereft of young males." Only
near that year's end did an Indian invasion in
support of the East Bengali resistance finally
stop the slaughter.... The final toll, variously
estimated from 300,000 to well over! Million,
included disproportionate numbers of local
Hindus and city dwellers, though most victims
were Musilim Bengali Villagers."
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EP&{ V—OP&{V =i V\/@ Lo As part of Swarnim Vijay Varsh
celebrations, the Indian Army's

artlsts unite at Fort Eastern Command organised a

E: two-day long art exhibition at
william to cetebmte the Fort William Vatika lawns

MWQ’C/LJ wddha on 15 & 16 February 2021,

where eminent artists/painters
from Bangladesh and India took
part. The theme of the paint-
ings was the 1971 Liberation
War of Bangladesh.

The then GOC-in-C Eastern
Command, Lt Gen Anil Chauhan
inaugurated the event with a
brush stroke on the canvas.

Moments of the fierce fighting
were recreated magnificently
by the artists.

Pics courtesy:
Subhojyoti Kanjilal / TOI

Ny
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A Child of Bengali Nationalism

Vidyarthy Chatterjee
Film Critic and Writer

Tanvir Mokammel, the reputed
Bangladeshi film maker, writer and ideologue,
came to the fore with a short fiction film called
Hooliya (Arrest Warrant). Based on a poem by
the well-known Left intellectual and former
activist, Nirmalendu Goon, Hooliya is about a
young man who is forced to stay away from
his village home on account of an arrest
warrant hanging over his head.

Tanvir: “The period of the film is during the
autocratic regime of Ayub Khan in the late
‘60s. But the film draws parallels with the
democratic movement against the autoc-
racy of Ershad, presenting certain aspects of
Bangladesh politics in symbolism.”

Notwithstanding the poor quality of
sound or the indifferent camerawork, Hooliya
exerts an appeal that is, by turns, poetic,
romantic or quietly political. The appeal
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stems largely from the conviction with
which the director works on a theme that
is so close to the heart of the nation. The
film works well at the personal level too.
The young man'’s relationships with those
around him (his father, mother, small sister
or a neighbourhood sister-in-law), or with
the village comrades who come visiting him
at night for news of the world outside, are
convincingly fleshed out.

One particular passage merits more
than passing mention. It relates to an ‘affair’
between the rebellious youth and a young
girl. Having fled East Pakistan with others
of her family for want of security, the girl is
shown living in a dingy part of Shyambazar
in north Calcutta. She yearns for him as much
as for the open spaces and blue skies of her
lost homeland, as revealed in a letter to
him. But she also admits that she feels safer
in her new environment. The mood of the
passage borders on the lyrical; a mixture of
romantic nostalgia and a profound sadness
that perhaps the two of them will never meet
again.

Tanvir: “Maybe there was no such ‘affair’ in the
young man’s life; maybe there was. Who can
tell? Perhaps he is dreaming of animpossible
romance. Every true revolutionary cannot
but dream of a better day, a slightly better
order, and a little love and decency among
human beings.’

After Hooliya, Mokammel shot a
documentary in 35 mm colour. Smriti Ekattor
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2 by Tamvir Mokammed

(Memories of '71) relates the fate of at least
300 leading Bengali intellectuals, artists and
political figures who were systematically
liquidated by Islamic fundamentalists during
the liberation war.

Tanvir: “Masterminded by the Pakistan army,
these ghastly killings were spearheaded by
Al-Badr, the death squad of Jamaat-i-Islami
(whose leader was none other than Gholam
Azam who later came to be shielded from
popular wrath by the government of Khaleda
Zia, which depended for its survival in the
early ‘90s on the support of fundamentalist
elements in the Bangladesh Parliament)...
During the war when Dhaka would be under
curfew at night, Al-Badr buses would pick
up doctors, litterateurs, artists, teachers,
playwrights and others, blindfold them and
take them away. Later, their bodies would be
found in marshy areas near the city. In some
cases, like that of the filmmaker Zahir Raihan,
the bodies were never found. The film aims
at exploring the reasons and events behind

the murder of these intellectuals and public
figures.”

Although visually flat and aesthetically
unexciting, Smriti Ekattor nonetheless
provides for a credible documentation of
events during a period that carried within
itself germs of the present struggle between
fundamentalists drawing material and moral
support from Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia
on the one hand, and forces epitomizing
the tenets of the socio-political faith which
inspired the nationalist war against Pakistan
on the other. In Tanvir's words: “We are
caught between Mujib’s legacy and the lure
of fundamentalism.”

The liberation war and the role of fifth-
columnists was again raised by Tanvir in
his first full-length fictional feature, Nodir
Naam Modhumoti (Modhumoti, the Name
of the River). Examining the character and
activities of ‘razakars’ (the name given to
traitors in Bangladesh) in a rather loud and
long-winded fashion, the film reflects the
concerns and commitments of not just Tanvir
but practically every important director of
the alternative school in Bangladesh. For, as
they are never tired of explaining, they cannot
bring themselves to forget what the liberation
struggle cost the nation in terms of moral and
psychological devastation, not to mention the
3 million unarmed, defenseless people who
were killed, or at least double that number who
were maimed and left useless for life.

Tanvir: “Come to think of it, this monumental
tragedy would have passed into the folklore
of man’s inhumanity to man, meriting men-
tion alongside Hitler’s annihilation of Jews,
had it occurred in some part of the West and
not in one of the poorest countries of the
so-called third world.”

Tanvir says in regard to Nodir Naam
Modhumoti, which was banned by the
Khaleda Zia regime in the mid-'90s:“Motaleb
Kazi, chairman of a union council and a
collaborator of the Pakistan army, had been
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causing havoc during the
1971 war. But his son joins
the freedom fighters, the
Mukti Bahini. In the code
of the freedom fighters,
the punishment handed
down to collaborators is
death. But the guerillas
resist from taking any
action against the father i
of one of their comrades.
However, one day, the son
himself takes the decision
to strike at the father.
Thereby, a Hamlet-like story is enacted in the
riverine, marshy-land of Bangladesh with the
bloody war of 1971 providing the backdrop.”

Chitra Nodir Parey (Quiet Flows the River
Chitra, 1998), Tanvir's next venture, is set in
the '50s and ‘60s in Narail, a small provincial
town in what was East Pakistan. This is a
social drama portraying the harmonious
relationship between two families, one Hindu
and the other Muslim, in the backdrop of
larger-than-life events working towards the
growth of Bengali nationalism, Chitra Nodir
Parey has several memorable ‘moments’and
some distinguished acting which audiences
on the international festival circuit have not
failed to appreciate. Even as the country is
beset with turmoil, the river Chitra, a silent
witness to the human tragedies being
enacted on its banks, continues to flow freely.

Equally freely flows Tanvir's hope for the
rejuvenation of his people. “Our films are
not shown in the regular theatres which are
reserved for films that have no relation to
the lives of the people. However, my films
and those by my friends draw thousands of
eager viewers in Dhaka and other cities and
towns in Bangladesh, thanks to an alternative
network of viewing places. It reassures us
to see people buying tickets and thronging
to our films even as the authorities try out
everything they can think of to discourage
us and dissuade the people.”

At least two other films by Tanvir deserve
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a few words each. In 1996, he made an hour-
long video documentary called Achin Pakhi
(Unknown Bard) on the life and music of
Fakir Lalon Shah, the doyen of Bengal bauls
(wayside minstrels). The half-real, half-mythic
figure scoured the countryside singing of the
love between man and man that no knife can
cut. In his own way the director was making a
similar plea for lasting human values through
his films. It goes without saying that the
countries of the sub-continent could do with
a few more Tanvir Mokammels.

After a screening of his Lalshalu (A Tree
without Roots) at Siri Fort, New Delhi, several
years ago, Tanvir said: “They are constantly
trying to undermine the gains of the 1971
liberation war, but one would be mistaken
to think that the secular, democratic, liberal
forces in Bangladesh have disappeared.”

Lalshalu leaves a strong impression by
virtue of its bold and authentic rendition of
the 1948 classic by Syed Waliullah. The story
of the self-seeking preacher, who is able to
use religion for wrong ends for sometime
but in the end comes a cropper, is arguably
the most remarkable novel about the rural
Muslim community of what was East Bengal.

Tanvir: “In Bangladesh, Syed Waliullah is still
regarded as a writer of deep insight, and
| thought the need of the hour is to bring
home to people the plea for humanity that
the great writer made in his great novel”
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Muktijuddha and Bangla Natak

Anshuman Bhowmick
Theatre Critic

The War of Liberation hangs heavy - not
necessarily in the negative sense — upon
the shoulders of ‘Bangla Natak’ produced in
Bangladesh. This event was the springboard
for a new theatre movement since 1971.This
remains the fountainhead for almost every
dramatic activity practised and performed
in Bangladesh.

For someone living in India, it is difficult
to fathom a reality such as this. The
Independence of India from the colonial
rule in 1947 did precious little to trigger a
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Courtesy: Bangladesh Theatre Archives

Courtesy: Bangladesh Theatre Archives

new theatre. The Partitions — of Bengal and
Punjab — hardly had any lasting impact on our
drama.The situation is remarkably different in
Bangladesh. The physical and psychological
impact of the Bangladesh War of Liberation
is far greater than any we can possibly
imagine. Three reasons could be attributed
for this. One, the 1971 war impacted all the
sections of East Pakistan aka Bangladesh.
Two, it left scars in plenty; thereby inspiring
awhole range of artistic response. Three, five
decades down the line, it remains the single
most significant narrative in Bangladesh.
The State has played a hyper-active role in
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not so keen in supporting a theatre
culture. It was mostly amateur and
associated with the academic circles.
The years preceding the Bangladesh
War of Liberation saw some agitprop
theatre activity. Momtazuddin Ahmed
was a cut above the rest in this regard.

1971 turned out to be a watershed.
Calcutta played a crucial role in this
stage. As writers, poets, lyricists, actors
joined the political activists to find
political asylumin and around Calcutta,

Crutch-er Colonel a season of feverish cultural activity
ensued. The ‘Swadhin Bangla Betar
funding the Bengali nationalism project. It Kendra’ on Ballygunge Circular Road

was always sponsored by the pro-nationalist Was a nerve-centre. Their regular broadcasts
governments and occasionally subverted included audio-plays aimed at motivating
by the detractors. Somehow, or the other, the warriors and the general audience alike.
the theatre community has responded to The artistes living in communes and rented
the narrative. As we take an analytical
look at the whole corpus of dramatic
literature and productions over the last
five decades, we wonder at the sheer
variety and creativity that went into the
making of a hugely productive tradition.

Prior to 1971, ‘Bangla Natak’ in
East Pakistan moved in two different
trajectories. In spite of an oppressive
regime that cared a hang about freedom
of speech, popular entertainment
managed to hold fort. The indigenous
theatre tradition was alive and kicking.
Jatra and hundreds of narrative forms
- secular or religious - flourished as
the agrarian community and the local
administrative bodies patronised them.
When the East Pakistan administration
enforced a martial law over the land,
plays like Sachindranath Sengupta’s Siraj
ud-Daulah were performed all over the
land, fuelling an anti-imperialist mind
and motivating a nationalist agenda.
The proscenium theatre did have takers
in the urban region, with Dhaka and
Chittagong — as major centres. However,
the newly emerging middle-class was

Lal Zameen
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accommodations in Calcutta were regular at
Calcutta theatres, experiencing the best of
Bengali proscenium theatre — Bohurupee’s
Pagla Ghoda, Nandikar’s Tin Paisar Pala,
People’s Little Theatre’s Tiner Talwar, etc.
Badal Sircar had just moved away from the
proscenium space. He and many others were
involved in carving a niche for an alternative
theatre - exploring most accessible public
spaces like parks and squares. This helped
the artistes from all parts of East Pakistan to
gain first-hand knowledge of ‘group theatre’
practised in downtown Calcutta. As theatre
fraternity in West Bengal went all-out to
support the War of Liberation, there was a
flurry of theatre activity in Calcutta. Many new
plays were written. Some were staged, while
some remained in print. There were hundreds
of fundraiser programmes spearheaded
by the theatre fraternity. The ripple effect
could be felt all over the state, especially in
the bordering districts like 24 Parganas and
Cooch Behar.

When the War - which looked poised for
a longer duration — came to a sudden end
on 16 December 1971, and Bangladesh was
born, the expatriate artistes went back to
Dhaka and other places, eager to replicate
the ‘group theatre’ model with an eye to
the new socio-economic developments.
Nagorik, specialised in staging plays rooted
in Western dramaturgy, was the only theatre
group of some repute before 1971 came. With
Liberation, came groups like Aranyak, Theatre,
and Dhaka Theatre. These groups continue
to function to this day, spawning hundred
others in these years. More significantly, they
have addressed the nationalism narrative
from distinctive positions.

Theatre's Payer Awaz Pawa Jay, easily
the most celebrated proscenium theatre
production of Bangladesh, was first staged
in 1972. Written by Syed Samsul Haque and
directed by Abdullah al Mamun, this dramais
set in an East Pakistan village in 1971. As the
War rages on, the villagers find themselves
at the crossroads. They cannot remain

indifferent. They need to take a side. They
eventually do, and the play ends in defeat
of the Rajakars and triumph of the liberation
force. The village women play a crucial role
in shifting the momentum. Payer Awaz Pawa
Jay has seen many reincarnations, both in and
outside Bangladesh.The original production,
recently redesigned by Sudip Chakroborty,
continues to win admirers and remains an
automatic choice in major theatre festivals
with a nationalist theme. Syed Samsul Huq's
Nuraldiner Sara Jiban, produced by Nagorik
and directed by Aly Zaker, had a decent
run in the 1980s and acquired a cult status.
Based on historical events leading to a
peasant’s uprising in Rangpur in the last 18
century, Nuraldiner Sara Jiban explores the
factions within the poverty-stricken agrarian
community, and ultimately finds them united
against an oppressive regime fanned by
mercantile greed.

These two plays have inspired hundred
others.

Aranyak has never really bought the
dominant nationalist narrative. Led from
the front by Mamunur Rashid, a leftist and
a staunch follower of Utpal Dutt, this group
has attained legendary success with plays
like Iblish that dissects the Rajakar mind.
Iblish has seen more stage adaptations than
any of Rashid’s plays. Aranyak’s Jay-Jayanti
takes a rather straight-forward approach to
the War of Liberation and achieves a popular
success. Rarang, on the other hand, presents
a sharp critique of the aftermath of 1971,
and demonstrates how the people living in
the margins, the tribes and other aboriginal
groups to be precise, were relegated as
neo-capitalist forces run free in Bangladesh.

In the recent years, the majority of
such plays back the nationalism narrative
promoted by the Awami League, and identify
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the driving force
behind what Bangladesh has achieved till
date. The centenary of Rahman, the first
Prime Minister of Bangladesh, was celebrated
in 2020. Hundreds of plays, hegemonic
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in essence, were produced with the State
chipping in with funds. Whether this would
cement the State-sponsored perception
remains to be seen.

Although the main nationalist narrative
runs unabated, there are other voices.
Bottala, a Dhaka-based theatre group that
has completed a decade of existence, staged
Crutch-er Colonel some time back. A critical
and popular success, Crutch-er Colonel,
lionises Abu Taher — an ultra-left politician
who fought in the War of Liberation, and
challenges the majoritarian narrative centred
round Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. More recently,
senior academic and theatre director Syed
Jamil Ahmed raised a repertory company to
produce Jiban O Rajnoitik Bastabata, based
on Shahidul Zahir's novel. Once again, the
dominant narrative was rejected in favour of a
more nuanced narrative grounded in reason.
This caused quite a flutter in an otherwise
quiet world of Bangla Natak.

Over the last decade or so, some other
facets of the War of Liberation came to the
forth. ‘Birangana), a term to describe the
women who were wronged during the war,
became a subject of critical research. As
more and more horrid tales of rape, sexual
exploitation, and war children gained critical
review, there were plays focusing on case-
histories. Shunyan Repertory’s Lal Zameen,
written by Mannan Heera, directed by Sudip
Chakroborty, and solo-acted by Momena
Chowdhury, received a special financial
assistance from the Ministry of Culture. It
travelled to colleges and universities and other
unusual venues and received a favourable
reception. Non-resident Bangladeshis
also took the Birangana cause farther,
sometimes to counter other perceptions
about war-crimes. Talking of war-crimes, the
Shahbad Movement was founded on it. It
also motivated groups like Prangone Mor to
present plays like Condemned Cell.
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There is another segment of plays that
takes a cue from the War of Liberation and
addresses nationalistic issues with its focus
firm on regional history and custom. Many
deal with legends and folklore. All remain
loosely connected to the War.

One must also remember the printed
texts and magazines like Theatre (edited
by Ramendu Majumdar who became the
first Asian to head the International Theatre
Institute) in propagating the nationalist
narrative.

However, the most significant outcome
of the Bangladesh War of Liberation is
the motivation to explore and establish a
national identity in theatrical terms. There
was a crying need to recognise the sheer
plurality of indigenous performing arts,
and move away from the Western notion of
theatre. Dhaka Theatre, and the Gram Theatre
movement that the group led, has played a
historic role in shaping the national model of
theatre in Bangladesh. Researchers like Selim
Al Deen, Syed Jamil Ahmed, Sydur Rahman
Lipon, Saymon Zakaria, Yusuf Hassan have
gone miles, to every nook and corner of the
land, to experience and appreciate the art
forms embedded in rituals and community
activities. This bolstered the academic aspect.
They and many others tried to re-locate and
re-orient the indigenous forms to the urban
spaces, not restricting themselves to the
proscenium. Al Deen’s aristic collaboration
with director Nasir Uddin Yousuff propelled
many Dhaka Theatre productions, thereby
setting up the stage for post-colonial theatre
in Bangladesh. West Bengal never felt any
urge to locate the origin of Bangla Natak in
medieval narratives and secular-religious
rituals. The War provided the much needed
impetus and helped Bangladesh discover a
theatre language of its own. This, | believe, is
the most crucial contribution of the War on
'‘Bangla Natak; as a whole.
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Understanding 50 years of India Bangladesh

Relations

Imankalyan Lahiri

Professor and Head, Department of International Relations, Jadavpur University

The relationship between two close
neighbours in the modern South Asian
region is of complex interdependence for a
variety of reasons. Bangladesh and India are
geographically close neighbours in South
Asia, and also share acommon history, culture,
and economic background. India also aided
Bangladeshinits liberation war from Pakistan
in 1971, which resulted in the liberation of
Bangladesh from Pakistan and accelerated
the country’s emergence as an independent
state. Nonetheless, this pair’s relationship is
not symmetrically positive. While there are
numerous reasons for asymmetry in their
relationships, considering the potential
areas of cooperation and development in
the relations between the two neighbours,
it could be suggested that there is the
development of complex interdependence
between India and Bangladesh in recent
years which will benefit both countries in a
variety of ways.

In 2019, | fulfilled a long-held desire by
visiting my ancestral home in Kafuria, a
village located between Rajshahi Town and
Nature. My ancestors emigrated shortly after
the formation of two dominions, India and
Pakistan, in 1947. My grandmother and father
told us that they left vast tracts of land in East
Pakistan, and my grandmother used to tell us
stories about Kafuria, and her day to day life
there. Between the lines, | deduced that the
partition was painful for them, not because

they left behind a large amount of property,
but because they left behind a large number
of life memories. When | visited the site in
2019, | was reminded of my father Shanti
Lahiri’s story of partition, Angla Bangla, which
was published in 1982 by Ananda Publishers.
It's the story of a young boy who abandons
his childhood and enters a completely new
realm of life, full of questions. It is a story
about partition as seen through the eyes of a
young boy who also left behind his childhood
friend Sakina, the daughter of a Maulabi.
It is unknown to him whether Sakhina will
recall him again if he returns from the ‘other
land’in ten days or a month. He was unsure
whether Sakhina will wait for him on the
lonely platform of Natore station with a green
lamp in her hand while wearing a saree and a
small rose ring! The story depicted the life of
ayoung boy born in an undivided India who
had to accept the reality that the same moon
could now be seen from two different lands
and that nothing was united.

The pain of partition repeatedly triggered
my father’s emotions, and long after my
father's death, | travelled to Rajshahi, Kafuria,
and Natore to see for myself the legacy
my ancestors left behind. When | arrived
in the land, | went to the place where my
ancestors used to live and where my father’s
pain of partition began. It was interesting
to me because | discovered a new temple
in the name of my great grandfather, and |
discovered that a local village haat still takes
place in the name of my ancestors, known
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as “ Bauder Haat” to this day. In the Haat,
they sing a song praising our family’s legacy,
which includes my father’s name! They have
greeted me sincerely and from the bottom
of their hearts. | met the families of Late Maiz
Pandit, Moinuddin Sardar, and other people
who were close to my grandfather. My father
suffered from separation pain for which he
never blamed anyone. My father, on the
other hand, took the partition positively and
never believed in any sectarian or communal
approach to divide a nation and human
beings throughout his life. My father, an
outspoken supporter of socialism, advised me
to visit Bangladesh at least once, which | did
in 2019. The visit helped me understand the
modern-day potential of India-Bangladesh
relations. | gave alecture on India-Bangladesh
cooperation at Balubhara Higher Secondary
School and College in Naogaon, which
was attended by nearly ten thousand
Bangladeshis, who greeted me like a family
member and helped me understand that the
name of a land changes with borders, but
language and the passion it engenders never
does. People in Bangladesh made me realise
the significance of the Testa Agreement when
I was standing on the Rajshahi riverbank and
looking across the river to the other side,
which is today’s India. Yes, fanaticism exists in
Bangladesh, as they do in any other country,
but Bangladeshis have a tremendous love
for India. | understand that as we remember
Rani Bhabani’s legacy, they remember
Shirajdaullah’s legacy, and both can easily be
united by us. The history of unification, the
history of the same birthplace, and the history
of the same emotions can eventually lead to
better bonding between the two nations.

Angshuman Ray, a famous singer, used to
visit our Bansdroni home when | was a kid.
One can understand that the area where |
live today was not the same in the 1970s and
1980s. It was originally a land with tin houses
given to refugees after partition, and my

80 e Monthly Bulletin, March 2022

great-great-grandfather also received land
here during Dr Bidhan Chandra Ray’s tenure
as Chief Minister. Over time, the people of
this area managed to develop a quasi-middle
class locality after a long struggle. My father
was one of them who worked hard to get a
job at a Life Insurance company and meet all
of the family’s needs. Angshuman Ray was a
friend of my father, and my father’s love of
music and poetry compelled us to sit beside
a Pakrashi Harmonium that Angshuman Ray
used to play for us. He once sang, “Shono Ekti
Mujibarer theke, lakkha Mujibarer Kantha...”
(Listen to the voice of thousands of Mujibar from
the voice of a single Mujibar) Bangladesh was
born almost eighteen years later, and when
we were still in schools, Angshuman Ray in my
house sang the song, and | couldn't relate to
anything at that time. As | grew older, | realised
the song’s legacy and how it evoked strong
memories of the Bangladesh Liberation War
and Mujibar Rahman, the founder of modern-
day Bangladesh. A few years ago, | was
discussing some old memories with Bhaskar
Ray, son of Angshuman Ray. He stated that
the song was spontaneously written by Shri
Gouri Prasanna Majumdar in a local adda
near Padmasree, Garia, in 1971, and that day
the adda was attended by Shri Angshuman
Ray. The discussion revolved around Shri
Mujibbar Rahman’s lecture on March 7,
1971. Shri Majumdar wrote this song on the
spur of the moment, and Angshuman Ray
enthusiastically agreed to give it a tune within
a few hours. On that day, one of Angshuman
Ray’s friends, Shri Upen Tarafdar, Producer of
All India Radio, was present. He was carrying
a spool recorder and immediately recorded
the song from that Adda directly. It was
later broadcasted on All India Radio’s most
popular programme at the time, “Sangbad
Parikrama,” which was conceptualised by
Shri Pranabesh Sen and anchored by Shri
Debdulal Bandyopadhyay. A portion of the
song was broadcasted on All India Radio
during one of their March 1971 programmes,
and the entire song was later recorded by
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Hindustan Records on April 22, 1971. It is
worth noting that everyone involved in
writing and composing the song came from
the refugee community that grew gradually
after 1947. The pain for these people was
not only leaving their birthplace, but also
not being able to identify people who spoke
the same language, Bengali just after the
partition in 1947, but gave them the chance
to unite them in the name of” Bangla”during
the developments of 1971. The liberation
war provided an opportunity for them to
unite, at least for the sake of the Bengali
language. The Bangladesh Liberation War
enabled the people of West Bengal to identify
with Bangladeshis, support them, and exact
vengeance on the unfavourable decision to
partition India and Pakistan. Smt. Debarati
Bangdyopadhayay, the daughter of Debdulal
Bandyopadhyay, was a classmate of mine at
Jadavpur University. We interacted closely,
and she expressed many of the sentiments
of Shri Debdulal Bandyopadhyay, who was
well-known on All India Radio for his voice
and legacy and later received “Padmasree”.

v

Since the beginning of 1971, India and
Bangladesh have not only been friends in
arms, but their riverine friendship has also
flowed very much through cultural terrains.
This assertion, made by many scholars, was
echoed in the songs of the 1971 ‘Bangladesh
Mukti Sangrami Shilpi Sangstha’ (we find this
reference in the celebrated documentary
Muktir Gaan by Bangladeshi director Tareque
Masud). The Mukti Sangrami Shilpi Bahini, or
‘Liberation Artists, jubilantly sang to/for East
Pakistan’s Bengali refugees, who fled their
homeland to escape Pakistan’s oppressive
regime and sought refuge in camps along
the then-East Pakistan-India border. The
essence of the India-Bangladesh relations
has been reflected in many of the songs.
One of the songs says as follow: ‘We are
the young brigade of mother Bengal/ The
valour of Surja Sen and Titu Mir inspires us/

The words and the tunes of Lalan Shah and
Nazrul encourage us... The lyrics beautifully
connote how the shared history of political
resistance along with the common resistive
cultural heritage, unite the people of both
sides of the river. In addition, The Liberation
War songs swayed both sides of the border at
that time. Songs like Charbo na charbo na...
Mukti Juddher Sangram Charbo na ( We will
not leave, not leave, the struggle of Liberation
War) swayed a huge Bengali speaking
population during the time. In other words,
the Bengali Language movement since 1971
has opened a new momentum for India-
Bangladesh Relations. The Bengali literary
movement during the 70s and 80s in India,
particularly in West Bengal witnessed that
momentum. Immortal “Ekushe” ultimately
became the new narrative to give momentum
to the Indo-Bangladesh relations during the
contemporary years. Every year, the 21st of
February in the calendar reminds us of the
atrocities committed by Pakistani forces
during the liberation struggle in Bangladesh.
People have shed blood for territory, wealth,
resources, and so on, but shedding blood
for language has set a new standard for
the entire world and the nation-building
process. Indeed, the liberation movement in
Bangladesh demonstrated the importance
of language in understanding bonds with
a neighbouring state by demonstrating
that emotions can also be a criterion for
cooperation. The entire emotion of partition
as depicted in Sadat Hasan Manto's writings is
very much integrated into Bengal’s partition
history as well. This also raised important
questions, such as why one nation will split
into two? What exactly does partition imply?
What do the terms Pakistan and India mean?
All of these questions remain unanswered to
this day. How to divide continuity and cultural
heritage has remained a critical question for
poets and thinkers, which may not be very
appealing to political scientists who grew up
with the state.
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Vv

India was the first country to recognise
Bangladesh as a separate and independent
state, and diplomatic relations were
established with the country soon after its
independence in December 1971. India has
civilizational, cultural, social, and economic
ties with Bangladesh. There is much that
binds the two countries together, including
a shared history and heritage, linguistic and
cultural ties, and a love of music, literature, and
the arts. This similarity is reflected in India and
Bangladesh’s multifaceted and expanding
relations. Over the last decades, the two
countries have worked to strengthen their
ties and create a comprehensive institutional
framework to promote bilateral cooperation
in all areas. Today, the two countries bilateral
relations are rapidly strengthening. The
remarkable feature of Indo-Bangladesh
relations has been a consistent dialogue
centred on mutual benefit. As a result,
Bangladesh has progressed from neighbours
to partners in growth and economic
development. Furthermore, Sheikh Hasina'’s
2010 visit to Delhi laid the groundwork for a
comprehensive framework of cooperation.
The visits of Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj and Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi to Bangladesh in June
2015 established a watershed moment in
India-Bangladesh relations. During this
historic visit, 22 agreements were signed
or renewed on a variety of issues, including
connectivity, power, trade and investment,
and security. From the Bangladeshi side,
President Abdul Hamid’s official visit to India
in December 2014, the first by a ceremonial
head of state of Bangladesh since 1972,
contributed significantly to the strengthening
of bilateral relations. As India shifts its
focus to the neighbourhood, Bangladesh
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remains an important conduit for India’s
Act East Policy. This calls for not only greater
economic cooperation between North-
East India and Bangladesh, but also greater
cultural and educational ties, which can help
address the migrant issue, which has been a
potential impediment to greater cooperation.
Bangladesh and India’s relationship has
been marked by ups and downs. However,
in an age of increasing interdependence,
shared priorities, and prosperity, there is
no choice but to elevate India-Bangladesh
relations, which should be founded on mutual
understanding, respect, reciprocity, and trust.
In recent years, democratic forces on both
sides have demonstrated sufficient political
will, mutual understanding, and confidence.

Vi

As | was discussing above, | mentioned
that | was going to Bangladesh in 2019. On
the flight, | met a Bangladeshi co-passenger
who was questioning me. ‘What brings you
to Bangladesh?'..Just to travel, | replied.’'No
one travels to Bangladesh unless compelled
to do so!He responded. | kept my voice low.
| was thinking about myself, the day my
forefathers fled Bangladesh amid the turmoil.
| was recalling my understanding when our
forefathers saw how religion can completely
darken a sunny sky! Thus, | kept my mouth
shut. | couldn’t answer my co-passenger,
but deep down, | knew that my India would
never destroy my emotions within me. | still
have feelings for Bangladesh. | am confident
that many Indians, like me, understand the
concept of cooperation. History cannot be
reconstructed, but emotions can be repaired
and revisited, and | am confident that the
leaders of these two countries will assist us
in better understanding the bond between
India and Bangladesh in the years ahead.
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WBCUTA and Bangladesh Liberation War

The genocide which the West Pakistani military regime perpetrated in Bangladesh, the influx
of refugees in thousands and millions in India and specially in West Bengal, calculated carnage of
the intellectuals and teachers are certainly still in every one’s memory. Our association tried to do
the most in its capacity to help the liberation struggle in Bangladesh keeping in mind that it was a
professional organisation and furtherance of interest of its members was its main work. We did not
trigger off another movement. That would be most unwise.

We collected in cash about Rs. 28,000.00 from our members and some additional amount we
received from fraternal associations outside West Bengal. Out of this we spent all but Rupees seven
thousand which we have kept earmarked to be spent on academic rehabilitation of one educational
institution in Bangladesh. At the early stage of the freedom struggle a delegation of WBCUTA went
inside Bangladesh to hand over some materials in assistance of the fighters. Thereafter we helped
various Mukti Bahini camps and youth camps temporarily located inside India. We did not rely on any
other agency either public or private for delivering our assistance. We helped directly. Secondly we
decided to help only freedom fighters and not to spend anything on general relief. Our assistance has
always been in kind except in one case when we donated one thousand rupees only to Bangladesh
Teachers’ Association. Our assistance included shoes, water-bottles, bicycles, petrol, ration goods,
woolen vests, rugs, tarpaulins, lungi, field binocular, and medicine. We helped camps located at
Bongaon in 24 Parganas and Debhata in Khulna, Majdia in Nadia, Berhampore, Malda, Balurghat,
Coochbehar, and Tripura. Besides these we helped a temporary college started by college teachers
of Bangladesh at Coochbehar. We helped the foundation and working of Bangladesh Teachers’
Association which was a semi-official organisation of teachers of all sectors, primary secondary
and college and university who had to migrate from Bangladesh. We published one book “Report
on Bangladesh” and financed publication of another booklet with picture album by Bangladesh
Teachers’ Association and distributed them all over the world. At the very early stage of Bangladesh
struggle we sent to Prague through General Secretary of AIFUCTO our first booklet in April 1971.
At that time a meeting of leaders of teachers’ trade unions of the world was being held there and
the same was distributed among them. Later on we mailed our publication specially to National
Teachers’ Organisations a over the world. We organised lecture tours by Bangladesh teacher leaders
in different states in our country. Special mention may be made of tour in M.P. where it was very
fruitful. | personally accompanied the team. The purpose had been to present the true content of
Bangladesh struggle, specially its anti-communal, anti-imperialist content. At the final stage and after
the conclusion of liberation of Bangladesh we organised two big mass demonstrations unitedly with
13 other organisatons of teachers and non-teaching educational workers of West Bengal condemning
U.S. imperialism, disapproving Chinese overture and congratulating the bold Soviet stand on the
liberation struggle of Bangladesh and on the situation arising out of Pakistani aggression against
India. Besides these we helped some of our teacher friends from Bangladesh with petty cash and
some with temporary employment. We helped Calcutta University Bangladesh Sahayak Samiti
lending a typewriter and by other means. We received and are still receiving letters of gratitude from
various friends and organisations through whom we helped the liberation struggle of Bangladesh.

Extract from the Annual Report (Supplementary) of WBCUTA for the period March 1971 to 1972

\_ _J
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Miracle in a Refugee Camp :
ORS and Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis

In 1971, millions of people from erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) were
rendered homeless and fled to India. They received shelter in numerous refugee
camps set up on the India-Bangladesh border. In the absence of access to food,
clean drinking water and proper sanitation, most of the refugees became prone
to cholera, a water-borne infectious disease that causes diarrhoea leading to
dehydration and even death.

In one of the refugee camps in Bangaon in West Bengal, where Dilip
Mahalanabis was on medical supervision, the situation turned worse when
the intravenous fluid saline (the standard treatment till then) ran out. As the
outbreak turned into an epidemic, the camps were also running out of trained
medical staff too.

In this precarious situation, Mahalanabis, with support from the Johns
Hopkins University Center for Medical Research and Training (JH-CMRT) in
Calcutta took an innovative risk of using Oral Rehydration Therapy (ORT) for
the people in the camp. The team working with him made ready-to-use ORT
sachets or ORS consisting of a mixture of table salt (four teaspoons), baking
soda (three teaspoons) and commercial glucose (20 teaspoons). Mothers,
relatives, friends or anybody available in the camp were mobilised to give
ORS to patients.

The results of the ORS application were overwhelmingly reassuring.
The death rate dropped from 30 per cent to 3.6 per cent in the
hospitals under Dr Mahalanabis’ supervision within two
weeks.

After its mass application and success in other refugee
camps, the WHO adopted ORS in 1978 as its primary tool
to fight cholera and childhood diarrhoea, and took up
the project across 105 countries.

Courtesy: Protiva Kundu, 28 February, 2021, The Print
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Ancient Indian Concept of Technical Science as
propounded in the text Silparatna

Rita Bhattacharyya
Former Project Investigator of The Asiatic Society

§ilparatna, a Sanskrit text, authored by
the Architect Srikumara,, was written in 16%
Century CE. It contains the technical terms,
which signified the scientific knowledge of
the ancient and medieval period of South
India.

The Science of Architecture plays a
pivotal role in this text. For describing the
qualities of Architect there it is said that
architect should be an expert scholar in
Mathematics (ganitajiia) and Purana. He
will also been expert in painting as well as
about the composition of different element
colours. He should also have command over
the architectural drawing. Among them the
main architect should play the greater role
and thus he would be named as Sthapati.
His son or disciple should act under the
guidance of the main architect is known
as Sutragrahi (Draftsman) . One, who acts
under the guidance of Sitragrahi is called
vardhaki (carpenter) and his main duty is
to add excellence to the building by bringing
accuracy in painting and measurement. In
Architecture the carpenter (Taksaka) also
plays predominant role. The carpentary
(taksanam) of fine and coarse objects is
called Taksaka, who is always loyal to his
master and acts under the guidance of
Architect (Sthapati) . The Sthapati and three
other architects are indispensable in the
building work. So all these four are specially
honoured.

Theory and Unit measurements are
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also indispensable part of the Science of
Architecture. In Silparatna, paramanu is
considered as the finest particle of the object.

8 paramanu =1, trasarenu (this trasarenu
is designated as rathadhiili or ratharenu
(car-dust) in another Architectural text
Manasara)

8 trasarenu = 1 balagra

8 balagra =1 liksa (nit)

8 liksa = 1 yiika, (lice)

8 yiika, = 1 yava

6/8 yava= 1, manangula

In ancient period different measurement
systems are usually applied for natural
things or products. Five types of, §ali paddies
are seen. They are Svetasali, mahasali
raktasali, sougandhi (scented) and semarali.

In case of measurement two types of
units are mentioned. They are manangula
and matrangula. Matrangula is the middle
part (Madhya parva) of middle finger of
right hand of the master. Matrangula is
again divided into musti and vitasti. Musti
is measured as three angulas and vitasti is
measured as 12 angulas altogether. In such
a way the measurements of prade$a, tala,
gokarna and vitasti are discussed in this
text. Their measurements are recorded from
first finger to the little finger. In ancient time
temples and palaces were constructed with
the help of manangula. And kundas (altars)
and mandalas (territories) were built with
matrangula.

In construction the use of gnomon
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(sanku) is important. The measurement
of gnomon should be of twelve angulas (as
regards the principles of dialling). Each of
twelve angulas is divided into three parts .
The prime part of it is known as $ruti. When
the Sun appears then the two points of the
same circle are marked where the shadow
(of the gnomon) after and before noon meets
the circumference of the circle (the radius
of the circle being equal to the height of the
gnomon, the shadow touches the circle when
the Sun is at 45%) . In constructing building
gnomon or $anku plays a vital role in this
text. In eleventh chapter of Silparatna the
mention of gnomon is found for determining
the method of cardinal point. According to
the description of Silparatna the gnomon
should be installed in the piece of ground
at the middle of the chosen site, which is
levelled by the water method. The line which
joins the two points, where the shadow (of
the gnomon) has touched the circle in the
morning and in the evening gives the east-
west direction. The materials, prescribed
for the making of the gnomon, are ivory and
wood of khadira tree and other trees of that
type. Those materials of gnomon should be
unimpaired (avikara) in the bright rays of
sunshine.

The diagram of gnomon ($anku) is as
follows:

Then the construction of garbhagrha
(sanctum), materials for the construction
of palaces or temples, the process of brick-
making and ingredients used for preparing

coatings or mortars, which is otherwise
known as vajralepa are delineated in the
text Silparatna The materials, prescribed
for construction, either stone or wood are
divided into three types according to the
discrimination of gender. Three types of
architecture, i. e.,, nagara,, dravida, and
Vesara are recorded in the text. In defining
the three types of architecture, viz, nagara,,
dravida and vesara are compared with the
ayurvedic elements like vata, pitta and
kapha.

Prasada is to be worshipped as purusa
and is constituated of seven elements.
This purusa is again divided into two
parts. They are kdya (organs) and anukaya
(sub-organs) . The main organs of Prasada
are adhisthana, stambha, bhitti, kumbha,
mandika and potika. And the anukadya or
sub-organs are sandhi (joinery) dvara,
kavata, pracchadana, kumbhavalli, torana,
mustibandha, mrnalika, dandika, nasika
(vestibule), pattika, jalaka, karanakiita,
sudhalosta (plastering) etc. In such a way,
the different rules of Southern Architecture
are elaborated following the opinion of
celebrated Architect of ancient India like
Maya, Bhoja and Sukracarya. Moreover it is
said by Srikumara in the text Silparatna that
pedestal of the palace is the feet and, sikha
is the pinnacle ( stipi), Iron and Iron-nail
are considered as tooth and nail like human
being Prasdda is constituated of seven
elements of body (saptadhatavah) . They
are asthi, majja, meda, rakta, mamsa, carma
and tvak. The features of nala (channels),
windows, gopuram and sandhi (joinery)
are also the major elements of this text. The
features of nalalaksanam (channels) are also
delineated with proper examples. Nala or
channels of the houses should be 24 angulas
and it should be of five types. The front part
of the channel should be like the trunk of
the elephant. It should be ornamented like
snake, elephant and lion.
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After that the measurement of flag-
mast (dhvaja- stambha) is dealt in this text.
Generally itis placed on a temple or a palace
and should be circle, hexagonal or octagonal.
The measurement of the stand of the
flag-mast (dhvajadanda) should be either
hundred tala. The talamana is a sculptural
measure. The length of face inclusive of
head is taken as the unit of measurement.
The Joinery (Sandhi), another vital element
of Architecture is also explained in this
text. For the sake of extension and strength
assembling and joining of different types of
pieces of quality wood, viz., oblique, verticle
and horizontal is called joinery.

In the citralaksana chapter of the text
Silparatna (chapter-46) drawing of different
pictures on the buildings and gateways
are narrated. Here it is said that two types
of paintings viz., movable (jarigama) and
motionless (sthavara) are seen in the three
worlds. Moreover it is said that citra is of
three types-citra, citrardha and ardhacitra.
Citra is to be made in a way as that all parts
of the original figures are represented with
all the likeness in the painting. A citrardha
is defined as ‘a representation, the body is
shown in parts or half’ These ardhacitras
are enjoined to be attached to walls (bhitti)
and other places- that is called relief
(ardhacitram) when half of the body is
attached to the wall or other outward part.

Then the preparation of colour is also
explained scientifically. The wall should
first be coated with Sudhd or lime and after
that painting are to be drawn. According
to the text Silparatna Sudha is prepared by
burning granulated conch shells with log
of wood. It should be mixed with decoction
of mudga and lava (cow’s hair) Guda water
(water of molasses) should be sprinkled on
the decoction, which should be mixed with
sand of one fourth quantity of the above
mentioned powder. Then kalagni (Rudraksa
with five faces) and ripe banana are to be
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pressed. Of the paste thus prepared, one
fourth quantity of Sudhad is to be cooked
in a vessel and pressed well. Keeping the
whole substance, as it is, for three months,
along with guda water should be ground on
a stone, till it assumes the form of butter.

The varieties of colours, their application
and mixing combination are also explained
accurately. According to Silparatna white,
yellow, red, lamp black (kajjalam) as well as
blue are the pure colours. The artist should
depict the mood and actions (bhava and
vyapdra) For the sake of the painters the
adamantine medium (vajralepa) is to be
prepared, having been boiled fresh buffalo
skin in water stirring it until it turns into
fresh butter and that round balls are to be
made having dried the preparation in great
heat.

The lingapramana or the measurements
of the anicon and icons have been dealt
elaborately. A rough survey of the
measurement of the images, the definition
of tala and madna. is also given. The linear
measurement is divided into six kinds. They
are (a) mana, (b) pramdna (c) parimdna,
(d) lambamana, (e) unmana, (f) upamana.

In such a way, scientific measurements
of Architecture and Sculpture are vividly
documented in the text Silparatna. The
qualities of Architect and his special
attendants are also elaborated. The ancient
names of those Technical Personalities
like Architect, Draftsman, Carpenter and
Sculptors are mentioned in this text using
the proper Sanskrit vocabularies.

The second volume of the text mainly
comprises of Iconography and Iconometry.
The images following the rules of three
kinds like, Nagara, Dravida and Vesara are
discussed scientifically. The sculpture also
creates a special interest in this text. The
images are of three sorts. They are niskala
(symbolic), sakala (iconic) and misra
(mixed) and they are again of three classes,
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i.e, cala (portable), acala (immovable) and
caldcala (combination of the above two
types) in this universe. For making these
images the various materials like stone and
metals are described along with the method
of casting (madhucchista). The method of
Bronze-Casting is almost same as the Cire-
per-due method, which was very common
in South India in the Medieval period. They
are again divided into solid and hollow
casting. At the same time the discussion
of iconometrical terms are also seen in the
text . The proper steps taken for renovating
the dilapated and old temples also play an
important role in the discussion of Temple
Architecture of this text Silparatna which
is termed as jirnoddhdra, available in the
chapter 29. Thus the Ancient Indian Concept
of Technical Science is highlighted in the text
Silparatna of Srikumara.
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A few Remarks on Buddha Gaya: The Hermitage
of Sakya Muni by Dr. Rajendralala Mitra, judged
from the viewpoint of Indology

Sneha Agarwala
Research Scholar, The Asiatic Society

The foundation of The Asiatic Society
(1784) by Sir William Jones (1746-
1794) in Calcutta (now Kolkata) has
been considered as the beginning of
Indological and antiquarian studies in Asia.
This epochmaking incident is marked as
foundation of exploring India’s past which
had been lost in oblivion with passage of
time. After almost half a century (1829)
from the establishment, for the first time,
Indians were nominated as the members
of this European controlled society. During
this crucial juncture a sagacious young man
from Indian origin named Rajendralala Mitra
(1822-1891) joined The Asiatic Society
as the Librarian and Assistant Secretary
(1846) that opened the vista of ancient
Indian wisdom to him. This pioneer Indian
Indologist and Historiographer entered in
the vast universe of research by translating
the Nagarjuni cave inscription in English
language which was published in the Journal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (JASB):

«

.. an English version having been
published long ago by Wilkins in
the second volume of the Asiatick
Researches! As this work is inaccessible
to many readers of the Journal, we think
it right, having published a facsimile
of the original, to re-print to English
version, together with the DevNagarl
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transcript prepared by the Society’s
Librarian, Babu Rajendralala Mitra.”
[JASB, 1847, Part-1, pp.594]

His exceptional brilliance and versatility
of knowledge cemented his position in the
European erudite society within a very
short span of time. He had acquired such
a profound mastery over English language
that even the European scholars of that
time thought to have an English translation
from him for their work (deciphering the
main text of the newly discovered Indian
inscriptions, viz. - Ugma inscription, Pali
inscriptions from Singapore, Bijayamandir
inscription etc.).

“We have substituted the present
English version of the inscription, made
by our talented young friend Babu
Rajendralala Mitra ..” [JASB -1847, Part-
II, pp.1226]

The King of Burmah (Myanmar) deputed
three of his officers to repair the Buddha
Gaya Temple in 1876. In course of time
they excavated a large number of votive
stiipas, images, friezes, impressions of the
sacred feet, and other objects of antiquarian
interest. But their non-scientific approach
to handle the antiquarians and a newly
built wall destroyed many objects of that
place.Therefore it drew the attention of the
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then Government of Bengal. The Secretary
to the Government of Bengal, Sir Stuart
Bayley, wrote a demi-official letter to
Rajendralala Mitra to prevent the masking
and modernising of the ancient temple.

“..Mr. Eden (Lt. Governor of Bengal)

wishes to know if you can make it

convenient to pay a visit to Buddha Gaya

to inspect the work and the remains

collected...”

[Buddha Gaya: The Hermitage of Sakya
Muni, preface pp.-iii]

In the autumn of 1877 Rajendralala
visited Buddha Gaya and collected huge
information that helped him to draw
maps, plans and undertake an extensive
archeological research work, the result of
which he submitted to the Government. In
course of time he realised that the temple
of Buddha Gaya attracted many European
antiquarians before him and many articles
had been published by them but no one
paid one’s valuable attention to compile a
complete record of its archaeology. So he
published a book, named Buddha Gaya:
The Hermitage of Sakya Muni, based on
all the extensive research work done by
him on the archaeology of the temple
and its premises during his visit to
Buddha Gaya.Though he found big lacuna
in his predecessors, research work, he
acknowledged all of them in his book
following the Indian tradition. There are
six chapters in this book. Every chapter
shed ample light on the temple of Buddha
Gaya from different dimensions.

The first chapter named Buddha Gaya
describes the detailed description of
the temple - its location, geographical
importance, ancient structures and
sculptures, stories behind the formation of
the name, religious legends of Gaya etc.

The Penance of Buddha, the second
chapter, detailed the legend of Siddhartha

Goutama Buddha, process of achieving the
enlightenment, truths deducible from the
legend of Buddha, antiquity of the legends,
sites and monuments noticed by Xuanzang,
the famous Chinese traveller-scholar.

In the third chapter (Architectural
Remains) he had given vivid description
of the architectural remains surrounding
all over the temple. In this chapter Mitra
demolished the theory of Mr. ] Fergusson, Sir
Alexander Cunningham and other historian’s
views and proved that the arches found
in this ancient temple originated in India
and Indians were much aware about this
form of architectural novel. They are not at
all influenced or borrowed the concept of
making it from the Greeks. James Fergusson
and Alexander Cunningham stated that the
arches were inserted and the tower took its
present form in the beginning of the 14t
century. Mitra was confident in his opinion
that the description of arches of this temple
was also recorded in Xuanzang's travelogue.
[Buddha Gaya: The Hermitage of Sakya Muni,
pp. 104-115]

The fourth chapter (Sculptures) of this
book contains the iconographic description
of sculptures.

The fifth chapter (Inscriptions) describes
the inscriptions that were found in the
Buddha Gaya temple and in its premises.
The issues discussed are —-

1. Paucity of inscription at Buddha Gaya
and in India generally. (pp.181-182)
2. Inscriptions in the lat character
(pp.182-184)
3. Interpretation of the word “Dana”. (pp.
184-191)
Gupta inscription on copings (pp.191)
Gupta inscription on a statue. (pp.192)
Inscription on a bull. (pp.193)
Inscription on a slab (presently found)
in the Indian Museum. (pp.194-197)
8. Kutila inscription on statues. (pp.
197-198)

N o s
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9. Inscription on a slab of sandstone.
(pp-198-201)

10. Inscription on a Buddhapad. (pp.201)

11. Wilkins Inscription. (pp.201-206)

12. O0ld Burmese inscription of 1305.
(pp.206-211)

13. Burmese inscription in the Baradwari
Temple. (pp.211-227)

14. Burmese inscription on a Stupa.
(pp-227)

15. Burmese inscription on a statuette of
Siva Parvati. (pp.227-228)

The sixth and the final chapter
(Chronology) contains the chronology of the
temple based on the Pali canonical literature
and the Brahmanical literatures.

The work by Dr. Rajendralala Mitra was
the first scientific attempt to study the site,
its monuments and all descriptions were
represented here in tune with the Puranas
and Buddhist Literature. Though there are
many other research works, but still this is
the only work that gives an extensive account
of the Buddha Gaya temple from a historical,
religious, architectural, iconographical and
overall Indological point of view. This book
is a valuable asset as it helps to understand
the rich cultural and architectural heritage
and glorifies the history of ancient India.
This work inspires many others notable
researchers of that time, like Sir Alexander
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Cunningham (Mahabodhi, 1892), A. K.
Coomaraswamy (La Sculpture de Bodhgaya,
1935), B.M. Barua (Buddha Gaya, 1931) etc.
Even now it is difficult to work on
Buddha Gaya without taking help of this
book. Despite the fact that there are many
updated research on this topic, the work
of Rajendralala Mitra is a fundamental
historical survey which never loses it
simportantace. The present article may be
concluded in Rajendralala’s own words —-

“As pioneers traversing a new and
untrodden path, they had grave
difficulties to overcome, and mistakes
and misconceptions were under the
circumstances unavoidable; but the
tact and talent they brought to bear
upon their work proved eminently

successful.”
Buddha Gaya: The Hermitage of Sakya
Muni, Preface, pp. - vi.

References

Mitra, Rajendralala. Buddha Gaya: The Hermitage
of Sakya Muni. Aditya Prakashan: New Delhi,
2005 (Rpt.).

Prinsep, James & others, Ed. Journal of the Asiatic
Society. Calcutta (Now Kolkata): The Asiatic
Society, 1847-1891.

Roy, Alok. Rajendralala Mitra. Kolikata (Now
Kolkata): Bagartha, 1969.

Sengupta, Gautam. Ababhas. Vol. 11. 3™ Edition.
2003.



~

INTERNATIONAL
( CULTURAL

Webinar on‘Cultural Significance of the Studies on the Ancient
Cities in Poland and India: Emerging Perspectives’: A Brief Report

The Asiatic Society and International Cultural Centre, Krakow, in association with
Honorary Consulate of Poland in Kolkata organised a webinar on Cultural Significance of the
Studies on the Ancient Cities in Poland and India: Emerging Perspectives on 2nd February,
2022 from 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm. H. E. Prof. Adam Burakowski, Ambassador of the Republic of
Poland to India graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and delivered the Inaugural Address.
The session was welcomed by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic
Society and was introduced by Mr. Joydeep Roy, Chief Consular Officer, Honorary Consulate
of Poland in Kolkata. The Welcome Address was delivered by Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick, President,
The Asiatic Society.
Presentations on
two cities of Poland
namely Katowice,
Krakow, were made
by Mr. Lukasz Galusek,
Programme Director,
ICC Krakow, Dr. Michal
Wisniewski, Head of

Krakow Main Square

the Educational Department — Academy of Heritage, ICC, Krakow.

Regarding ancient Indian cities, Professor Mohan Gupta, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Maharshi Panini Sanskrit
and Vedic University
and Chairman, Ujjaini
Vidvat Parishad spoke
on Ujjain and Professor
Binda Paranjape,
Professor, Department
of History, Banaras
Hindu University & Ex.
Fulbright Nehru Visiting Lecturer, G Manson University, USA spoke on Varanasi.

The Question & Answer session was moderated by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti. Mr.
Joydeep Roy summed up the session with necessary closing remarks. The webinar was
concluded by the vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer, The Asiatic
Society.

Ujjain Riverfront Ujjain Fort

Sagarika Sur
Publication Section, The Asiatic Society
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Professor Tapati Guha-Thakurta Hony. Professor of History and Former Director, CSSSC
delivering Raja Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture on Pandit to Scholar: Positioning
Raja Rajendralala Mitra within the Worlds of Antiquarian Scholarship in 19th Century
India on Sunday, 20th February 2022 at 4:00 p.m. at Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan, CL-24,
Salt Lake, Kolkata 700091
The Lecture was preceded by release of the New Edition of the book The Sanskrit Buddhist

Literature of Nepal by Rajendralala Mitra with an Introduction by Pallab Sengupta.
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Saga of the Violated Women

Muntassir Mamoon

Muntassir Mamoon, Birangana 1971:
Saga of the Violated Women, Trasl. Syed
Tanveer Nasrin, Dhaka: Jouneyman Books,
2017. ISBN: 978-984-92920-5-0. Pp. 212.
Tk 600/ $24

Muntassir Mamoon, Bangladesh 1971:
The Politics of Genocide-Torture, Transl.
Subhoranjan Dasgupta, Dhaka: Subarna,
2019. ISBN: 978-984-93928-9-7. Pp. 192.
Tk 300/ $10

The Liberation War of Bangladesh (1971)
remains a momentous event in the history
of South Asia. It constituted a watershed
in the global history of freedom struggles
in that it was associated with the untiring
fight of the Bangladeshi masses against
an unprecedented spate of state violence,
genocide and torture. It has been studied
by social scientists, liberation war fighters,
army-men, policy makers, literati, journalists,
social activists, civil society members, public
intellectuals, politicians, religious leaders,
and so onin Bangladesh, thereby generating
a rich crop of historical literature from
diverse perspectives. Scholars from other
key stakeholders in 1971 - India, Pakistan,
USA, Soviet Union and China - along with

scholars from across the world have too
tried to reconstruct the history of the event
through their own lenses and stereotypes.
However, the experience and dimensions
of genocide and torture have mostly been
either ignored or suppressed in the writings
of non-Bangladeshi scholars. Even in the
writings of Bangladeshi authors, the discourse
on the history of the Liberation War has not
been linear. While the tragedy of genocide
and torture has found its rightful place in
the writings of a good number of scholars,
a section of Bangladeshi writers, taking a
pro-Pakistani and anti-liberation war stance,
have tried to deny, suppress and distort the
same deliberately. There has been a spurt in
research on genocide and torture of 1971
in the last one decade or so in Bangladesh.
The two books under review written by
arguably strongest protagonist-historian of
1971, Muntassir Mamoon, offer intriguing
narratives on the tortured women of 1971
and critical perspectives on the politics of
genocide and torture in 1971.

The first book focuses on the atrocities of
the Pakistani army and its allies, the rajakars,
the members of the Peace Committee, Al-Badr
and Al-Shams, on Bengali women during the

Monthly Bulletin, March 2022 @ IOI
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Liberation War of 1971. Bengali women were
raped and tortured on amassive scale that was
unprecedented in history. As Mamoon has
shown on the basis of available documents
and oral and visual testimonies, the Pakistanis
and their collaborators deployed the tools of
genocide, sexual torture and gang rape in“a
well-conceived, pre-planned and organized
manner”. (p.16) These women came to be
known as Birangonas (translated as valiant
women). The book is divided into two
sections. In the first section the author has
given a description of sexual torture and rape
on women, the reactions which followed and
the attempts at the rehabilitation of these
women.The second section includes hitherto
unpublished interviews of 78 Birangonas.
This section additionally incorporates the
statements and depositions of 12 more such
women, previously published elsewhere but
facing near erasure.

Mamoon’s main objective in documenting
and analysing the story of Birangonas is to
bring to light the multidimensional history
of the Liberation War. As he rightly argues,
“The Liberation War (Muktijuddha) or freedom
struggle is not merely a history of such
heroic achievements. It is also a chronicle
that contains a lot of pain and an ocean of
tears.” (p.9) While there have been systematic
attempts to suppress the history of genocide
and torture by anti-Liberation War forces in
Bangladesh and pro-Pakistani forces across
the world, one key reason behind the neglect
of and lack of highlight on the sexual torture
on women in 1971 in Bangladesh itself was
the peoples’ perception of such incidents as
“amatter of shame and disgrace”. Recollecting
the pains and pathos of inhuman insult, rape
and torture was a difficult and courageous
act which most of the violated women did
not want to speak about after 1971. The
violation of women’s body and mind in 1971
could be interpreted as a valiant attempt
to fight against an oppressive state for the
cause of liberation. Hence, Mamoon argues,
it is important to document the saga of

IO2 e Monthly Bulletin, March 2022

these tortured and fighting women alias
Birangonas, assess the extent and quantum
of torture committed by Pakistani forces, and
accord the Birangonas their rightful place in
the history of the Liberation War. The nature of
documentation and the use of corroborative
evidences in the work are excellent to say
the least. Mamoon has been able to bring
to light the memories of suffering, mental
agony, the process of rehabilitation, stories of
survival, and the loss of histories eloquently.
The book is well complemented by the vivid
drawings of Hashem Khan, Aminul Islam and
Murtaja Basheer and select collections of
photographs.

The second book draws our attention
to the larger context of the neglect, denial
and suppression of the history of genocide
and torture in 1971. Taking the example of
Holocaust Mamoon applies the term ‘vile
politics’ to this process. As Mamoon argues,
“The pre and post-genocidal politics in
Bangladesh witnessed the power play among
various forces, which included the local,
national, regional and international actors.”
(p.5) In the backdrop of continuing claim and
movement in Bangladesh for international
recognition of genocide and torture of 1971
and the process of trial and punishment
of war criminals, he identifies a number of
“critical intervening variables”in the interface
of domestic vis-a-vis international politics
around the 1971 genocide and torture —
“the prisoners of war issue, constitutional
changes, religion-based politics, cultural,
structural changes and manipulation of
education and history, the intimidation
faced by the believers in the spirit of the
liberation war of 1971 (p.6) The numbers
and facts pertaining to genocide have been
questioned in Bangladesh and abroad,
which Mamoon considered to be “a part of
the ongoing pattern of distorted politics”.
However, he finds in this emerging debate
and growing interest on the issue the scope
for further investigation and study of 1971
more objectively.
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The perpetration of genocide and torture
by the Pakistani army and its collaborators
in 1971 does not find a parallel in the post-
Second World War world. Yet the discussion
on genocide and torture is so meagres
compared to the huge focus on the glory,
pride and victory of the Liberation War! The
redressal of this gap in research has been very
slow due to the politics around genocide-
torture, perpetrated particularly during the
autocratic regimes of Ziaur Rahman (1975-
81) and Hussain Muhammad Ershad (1982-
90) and the so-called democratic regimes
of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
(1991-96 and 2001-2006), supported by
Jamaat-e-Islami and other pro-Pakistani and
fundamentalist forces in Bangladesh. The
Awami League, on the other hand, fought
against this ‘vile politics’ of suppression and
distortion and tried to bring in the Liberation
War into its political focus and agenda. The
memories of torture, rape, suffering, pain,
and death however survived. The author
meticulously documents different forms of
torture, various methods of killings, torture
centres, mass graves, sites and incidents
of genocide. He provides a list of genocide
sites discovered by researchers as well.
The list includes places such as Chuknagar,
Nilphamari, Bogura, Natore, Pabna, Kurigram,
Rajshahi, Satkhira, Narayanganj, Bhola, and
many more. The poignant photographs
of the book lend strength to Mamoon'’s
documentation and analysis. Mamoon'’s
emphasis on these new trends of research on
1971 provides a strong counterpoint to and
rebuttal of the silence, denial and distortion
on the history of 1971. “The domination
of liberation war politics” has been a key
development since Sheikh Hasina’s accession
to power in Bangladesh in 2008. Mamoon
considers the preservation of the memory of
genocide important for the future generations
as “it will make them aware of the sacrifices
of their ancestors for their homeland”
and help them “eradicate fundamentalism
and extremism from the society”. (p.6)

More importantly, Mamoon observes, the
still eluding international recognition of
genocide-torture is possible only through
the dissemination of authentic facts, correct
figures and objective interpretations on the
issue in several languages globally.

In historical and popular discourses,
there have been attempts to either suppress
or exaggerate the history of torture and
genocide of 1971. On the other hand, the
number game with regard to the popular
participation in the War and the victims and
survivors of the War, particularly in terms of
torture and genocide, has become a crucial
point of debate. Mamoon’s works need to be
examined in this context. Being not only a
historian but an activist and a protagonist of
the spirit of the Liberation War, he describes
the forces that continually try to distort
and efface the history of the Liberation War
and its attendant genocide and torture as
representative of the ‘Pakistani mind’ Given
the wide gamut of research that has taken
place in the past one decade in Bangladesh
it is possible to go beyond the politics of
genocide-torture and come to a more
objective assessment of the true extent and
impact of the genocide and torture and
thereby counter and refute the stereotypes,
misconstructions and distortions of history
offered by the scholars, intellectuals and
people of the Pakistani mindset. One must
remember that the study of genocide and
torture during the Liberation War is integrally
connected with questions of human rights
violation on the one hand and the trial and
punishment of war criminals on the other.
In such context, Mamoon’s works place the
1971 genocide and torture at the centre of the
memory, legacy and history of the Liberation
War of Bangladesh.

Kausik Bandyopadhyay
Professor of History
West Bengal State University
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ENGLISH SECTION

954.05

J 13s

South Asian Crisis : India
Pakistan-Bangladesh/ Rob-
ert Jackson. —London :
Chatlo & Windus, 1975.

954.92
R 215b

Blood and tears of Bang-
ladesh/ I. Jagannath Rao
Bhaiya. —Jamsedpur :
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954.9205

A 398g
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954.92

A 398g
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954.92003

B 216s
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954.92

H 673s
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C 435b
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E 56s
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954.9204092

M 953hs

A%
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954.92

B 575ren
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954.92
B 138e
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954.92

S 568w
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954.92

S 617issp
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BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

Books Accessioned during

The Last Month

No Lending
759.5487
S 1774 a
Srimati, Y.G.,1926-
2007.

Art and independence:
Y.G.Srimati and the Indian
style /John Guy. - Ahmeda-
bad: Mapin Publishing.

ISBN : 978-93-858360 :
Rs. 1750.00. (78732)

1. Painter - India - Kar-
nataka - Biography. I. Guy,
John. II. Title

954.25
139b
Irfan Habib.

Braj Bhum in Mughal
times:the state,peasants
and gosains /Irfan Habib
and Tarapada Mukher-
jee. - Delhi: Primus Books,
2020.

286 p.: map; 24 cm.
(78758)

ISBN : 978-93-89850-22-
+2 : Rs. 1095.00.

1. Mathura,India - Histo-
ry. I. Mukherjee, Tarapada,
jt.auth. II. Title

954.0532092
G 427 cs
repr.ed.5
Ghose, Chandrachur.

Conundrum:Subhas
Bose's life after death /
Chandrachur Bose [and]
Anuj Dhar. - 5th repr. ed.
- New Delhi: Vitasta, 2019.

xxii, 834 p.: 22 cm.; 22 cm.
(78724)

ISBN : 978-93-86473-57-8
: Rs. 995.00.

1. Bose, Subhas Chandra,
1897-1945- Death and bur-
ial - Sources 2. Nationalists
- India - Biography. I. Dhar,
Anuj, jt. auth. II. Title

954.14703
B575e

Bhattacharyya, Debjani.

Empire and ecology in the
Bengal delta:the making of
Calcutta /Debjani Bhatta-
charyya. - Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, c
2018.

xvi, 241 p.; 23 cm. (78746)

ISBN:978-1-108-70685-8
: Rs. 695.00.

1. Climatic changes - In-
dia - Kolkata. 2. human
ecology - India. I. Title

Allen, Douglas, 1941-

303.610905092
A425 g

Gandhi after 9/11:

creative nonviolence and
sustainability /Douglas Al-
len.

viii, 277 p.; 23 cm. (78610)

ISBN : 978-0-19-949149-0
: Rs. 845.00.

1. Gandhi,Mohandas Ka-
ramchand,1869-1948 - Phi-
losophy 2. Nonviolence -
21st century. I. Title

No Lending
954.552
W133 g
Wagner, Kim A.
Jallianwala Bagh:an em-
pire of fear and the making
of the Amritsar massacre /
Kim A.Wagner. - Gurgaon:
Penguin, ¢ 2019.
xxvi, 325 p.: plates,map;
23 cm. (78721)
ISBN : 978-0-670-09218-5
: Rs. 599.00.
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BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

1. Amritsar Massacre,
Amritsar,1919, India 2.
Political atrocities - India -
Amritsar. I. Title

No Lending
779.54147
R 362 k
Kolkata Calcutta:
some kind of beauty /
Fionn Reilly. - New York:
KMW Studio, 2017.
129 p.; 32 cm. (78698)
ISBN : Not found : £.40.
1. Pictorial works - India
- West Bengal - Kolkata
2. Photography. I. Reilly,
Fionn. II. Title

551.6310902
L 422 m

Lawrence-Mathers, Annne

Medieval meteorology:
forecasting the weather from
Aristotle to the Amanac /
Anna Lawrence-Mathers.
- Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2020.

ix, 228 p.; 23 cm. (78748)

ISBN:978-1-108-41839-3
1 £.21.99.

1. Meteoroloogy, Ancient.
I. Title

No Lending
940.3430222
S 384 p.g
Guenther, Irene.
Postcards from the
trenches:a German soldier's
testimony of the Great war

/Trene Guenther. - London:
Bloomsbury Visual Arts,
c2018.

Xiii, 232 p.: 26 cm. (78635)

ISBN : 978-1-3500-1575-3
: $.40.00.

1. Schubert, Otto,1892-
1970. 2. World war 1,1914-
1918 - Pictorial works. I.
Title

No Lending
745.5820954
S 881 k

Stone beads of south and
southeast asia:

archaeology,ethnography
and global connections /edit-
ed by Alok Kumar Kanungo.
- New Delhi; Gandhinagar:
Aryan Books in association
with Indian Institute of
Technology Gandhinagar.

xvi, 444 p.: photo; 32 cm.
(78078)

ISBN : 978-81-7305-585-0
: Rs. 4500.00.

1. Beads - Southeast Asia
- History - Congresses. I.
Kanungo, Alok Kumar, ed.
II. Title

337.54059
S 941 m

Sub-regionalism and con-
nectivity:

the BCIM corridor /editors:
Anindya Jyoti Majumdar
, Sudarshana Banerjee. -
Kolkata: Kolkata Society for
Asian Studies in collabora-
tion with Indian Council of
World Affairs ICWAI), 2018.

166 p.; 21 cm. (78717)
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ISBN : 978-81-933898-
9-8.

1. India - Foreign econom-
ic reletion - South east Asia
- History. I. Majumdare,
A.J, ed. II. Banerjee, S., ed.
III. Title

418.020954
T 355 ¢
Textual travel:

theory and practice of
translation in India /editors:
Mini Chandran,Suchitra
Mathur. London:
Routledge,c2015.

xvil, 179 p.; 22 cm. (78749)

ISBN : 978-0-367-45990-1
: Rs. 995.00.

1. Translating and inter-
preting - India. I. Chandran,
Mini, ed. Mathur, Suchitra,
jt. ed. II. Title

305.56330820954
S 617ws
repr.ed.
Singha Roy, Debal K.
1957-

Women in peasant move-
ment: Tebhaga,Naxalite
and after /Debal K .Singha
Roy. - repr.ed. - New Delhi:
Manohar, 2020.

vii, 158 p.; 23 cm. (78741)

ISBN : 978-81-85425-73-3
: Rs. 875.00.

1. Naxalite movement -
India - West Bengal 2. Peas-
ant uprising - India - Ben-
gal 3. Tebhaga movement
- India - Bengal - History
4. Rural women - Political
activity - India -Bengal 5.



BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

Bengal(India) - Politics and
government. I. Title

958.1
L664a
Levi-Sanchez, Suzanne

The Afghan-Central Asia
borderland:the state and
local leaders /Suzanne Levi-
Sanchez. - London and New
York: Routledge Taylor &
Francis Group, 2017.

xiii, 182p.: ill.; 24cm.
(78051)

Includes bibliography and
index.

ISBN: 978-1-138-91289-2:
Rs. 110.00.

1. Badakhshaan (Afghani-
stan) - Boundaries 2. Po-
litical stability - Afghani-
stan - Badakhshaan 3. Local
government - Afghanistan
- Badakhshaan. I. Title

327.601824
A258d
Africa and the Indian Ocean
region:

edited by Timothy Doyle
and Dennis Rumley. - London
and New York: Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group,
2017.

x, 114p.: maps.; 25cm.
(78046)

Index: p. 111-114.

ISBN: 978-1-138-20534-5:
Rs. 105.00.

1. International relations 2.
Indian Ocean Region 3. Inter-
national economic relations
4. Africa. I. Doyle, Timothy,

ed. II. Rumley, Dennis, ed.
III. Title

960
H287a

Harms, Robert

Africa in global history
with sources:Robert Harms.
- New York: W.W. Norton
and Company, c2018.

xxix, 672+72p.: 1ll.(col.),
maps.; 24cm. (78044)

Includes glossary and
index.

ISBN : 978-0-393-92757-3
(pbk).

1. Africa - History. I. Title

320.01
S673ag
Snoek, Anke

Agamben's joyful
kafka:finding freedom
beyond subordination /
Anke Snoek. - New Delhi:
Bloomsbury, 2012.

xv, 164p.; 22cm. (78629)

First published in India:
2019 Bibliography: p.155-
160 Index: p. 161-164.

ISBN : 978-93-88912-17-4
: Rs. 699.00.

1. Kafka, Franz, 1883-
1924 2. Agamben, Giorgio,
1942- 3. Political science
- Philosophy 4. Philosophy,
Italian 5. Liberty. I. Title

S 491.23
A485ajp
Jatarupa[Amarakosa]
Jatarupa's commentary on
the Amarakosa:critically
edited with introduction,

appendices and indices by
Mahes Raj Pant. - Delhi:
Motilal Bsnsrdidass, 2000.
2v.; 23cm. (D67129)
1. Sanskrit Language -
Dictionaries. I. Pant, Mahes
Raj, ed. II. Title

954.006

A613p
Annual National Confer-
ence on Ancient Sciences
and Archaeology (7th: 2014:
Kuttalam, India)

Ancient sciences and ar-
chaeology: Journal of the
Ancient Sciences and Ar-
chaeological Society of In-
dia. Volume VII = Bharatiya
prachina vaijnanika pu-
ratatva patrika /executive
editor: Dr. M.D. Sampath;
edited by Dr. (Smt.) N. Pan-
kaja. - Delhi: B.R. Publish-
ing Corporation,2018.

ix, 231p.: ill., fig.; 28cm.
(78007)

Includes verses in San-
skrit "This volume includes
the articles presented on the
occassion of the Seventh An-
nual National Conference
on Ancient Sciences and
Archaeology held on 22nd
and 23rd January 2014 at
Sri Parasakthi College for
Women, Courtallam" - Edi-
torial Includes bibliographi-
cal references.

ISBN : 9789387587151 :
Rs. 3500.00.

1. Archaeology and his-
tory - India - Congresses
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BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

2. Science - India - History
- Congresses 3. India - An-
tiquities - Congresses. I.
Pankaja, N., ed. (1945- II.
Ancient Sciences and Ar-
chaeological Society of India
(Mysore, India), organiser
III. Journal of the Ancient
Sciences and Archaeological
Society of India IV. Title

930.10954133
D323a

Dehuri, Rajendra

Archaelogy of eastern
India:with special reference
to Kakharua valley, North
central Odisha /Rajendra
Dehuri. - Delhi: Agam Kala
Prakashan,2019.

xxvii, 209p., 46p. of pls.:
ill., maps.; 24cm. (77978)

Includes Bibliography and
Index Bibliography: p.185-
200. - Index: p. 201-209.

ISBN : 978-81-938457-0-7
: Rs. 1400.00.

1. Archaelogy - India -
Odisha 2. Archaelogy - In-
dia. I. Title

709.54123
S617a
Sinha, C.P.

Art and archaeology in
Bihar:C.P. Sinha. - Delhi:
B.R. Publishing Corpora-
tion, 2018.

xvii, 326p., [47p.] of pls.;
29cm. (78030)

Includes bibliographical
references.

ISBN : 9789387587298 :

Rs. 3950.00.

1. Art, Indic - Bihar 2. Art,
Ancient - India - Bihar 3.
Religious art - India - Bihar
4. Bihar (India) - Antiqui-
ties. I. Title

709.54123
L213a
Lama, G.K.

The art heritage of
Nalanda:G.K. Lama. - Del-
hi: Buddhist World Press,
2018.

xx1, 134p., [xcvi]p. of pls.:
fig.; 29cm. (78025)

Includes bibliographical
references.

ISBN : 9789380852898 :
Rs. 2000.00.

1. Buddhist sculpture -
India - Nalanda 2. Hindu
sculpture - India - Nalanda
3. Art, Indic - India - Na-
landa 4. Buddhist antiqui-
ties - India - Nalanda 5.
Hindu antiquities - India
- Nalanda. I. Title

704.948945
M678a
Misra, R.N.

Ascetics, piety and
power:Saiva siddhanta mo-
nastic art in the woodlands
of central Asia /R.N. Misra.
- New Delhi: Aryan Books
International,c2018.

xii, 219p., [142]p. of pls,
[35col.]p. of pls.: maps;
29cm. (77973)

Bibliography: p. 209-213.
- Index: p. 215-219.
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ISBN : 978-81-7305-605-5
: Rs. 2400.00.

1. Hindu monasteries 2.
Asceticism - Hinduism 3.
Hindu architecture 4. Tem-
ples, Saivite 5. India - Cen-
tral India. I. Title

808.83
C495a
Chatterjee, Upamanyu

The assassination of In-
dira Gandhi:the collected
stories of /Upamanyu Chat-
terjee. - New Delhi: Speak-
ing Tiger Publishing Pvt.
Ltd.,c2019.

341p.; 23cm. (78623)

Volume one.

ISBN : 978-93-88874-39-7
: Rs. 699.00.

1. Gandhi, Indira, 1917-
1984 2. Prime ministers -
Assassination 3. Assassina-
tion 4. Fiction - Collection.
I. Title

954.14
M984b
Murshid, Ghulam
Bengali culture:over a
thousand years /Ghulam
Murshid; translated from
the original Bengali 'Hajaar
bochhorer bangla samskriti'
by Sarbari Sinha; edited by
Mohua Mitra. - New Delhi:
Niyogi Books,2018.
644p.: ill.; 24cm. (78001)
Includes index and se-
lected bibliography Selected
bibliography: p. 618-626. -
Index: p. 627-644.



BOOKS ACCESSIONED DURING THE LAST MONTH

ISBN : 978-93-86906-12-0
: Rs. 995.00.

1. Culture - India - Bengal
2. Bengali Language - Cul-
ture. I. Sinha, Sarbari, tr. II.
Mitra, Mohua, ed. III. Title

S 417.70954
B575r

Bharatiya abhilekh = YRdT™

SRR

edited by S.S. Rana. -
Delhi: Bharatiya Vidya Pra-
kashan,1978.

xx, 333p., 12p. of pls.;
21cm. (45176)

Rs. 50.00.

1. Inscriptions - India. I.
Rana, S.S., ed. II. Title

929.209543
197b
Iyengar, Indira

The bourbons and begums
of Bhopal:the forgotten his-
tory /Indira Iyengar; edited
by K.E. Priyamvada. - New
Delhi: Niyogi Books,2018.

234p.: ill. (col.); 24cm.
(78002)

Includes index and ap-
pendix.

ISBN : 978-93-86906-38-0
: Rs. 850.00.

1. Bourbon - House of Bho-
pal (Princely State) 2. Kings
and rulers - Bhopal. I. Pri-
yamvada, K.E., ed. II. Title

294.5095414
M281b
Manna, Samita

Brahminization in fron-

tier Bengal:Samita Manna

and Gautam Kumar Bera.
- Delhi: B.R. Publishing
Corporation,2018.

xix, 148p., [6p.] of pls.;
25cm. (78003)

Revised and updated pre-
doctoral dissertation work
of Late Sarita Bhowmick
(1956-1982) Includes bib-
liographical references and
index.

ISBN : 9789386223968 :
Rs. 950.00.

1. Bhaumick, Sarita,
1956-1982 2. Brahmanism
- India - West Bengal - His-
tory 3. Social change -
dia - West Bengal - History
4. Festivals - India - West
Bengal - History. I. Manna,
Samita, (1954- II. Bera,
Gautam Kumar, jt.auth.
II1. Title

In-

303.483
V982b
Vries, Gerard de

Bruno latour:Gerard de
Vries. - Cambridge: Polity
Press,2016.

viii, 221p.; 23cm. (78056)

Includes bibliography and
subject-index.

ISBN : 9780745650630 :
$24.95.

1. Science - Philosophy
2. Science - Social aspects
3. Science and civilization.
I. Title

704.948943
G891ba

Grunwedel, Albert,

1856-1935

Buddhist art in India:
translated from the 'Hand-
buch' of Prof. Albert Grund-
wedel, by Agnes C. Gibson
/revised and enlarged by
James Burgess. - Delhi:
Buddhist World Press,2018

vii, 229p.: ill.; 23cm.
(78017)

With 154 illustrations
Originally published: Lon-
don: Bernard Quaritch,
1901 Includes bibliographi-
cal references and index.

ISBN : 9789380852829 :
Rs. 950.00.

1. Buddhist art - India
2. Art, Indic. I. Burgess,
James, ed. II. Gibson, Agnes
C., tr. III. Title

726.1430934
L213b
Lama, G.K. (1964-

Buddhist cave temples of
ancient India:G.K. Lama.
- Delhi: Buddhist World
Press,2018.

xxx, 111p.: maps., fig.;
25cm. (78008)

Includes bibliographical
references and glossary
First published: 2013.

ISBN : 979380852232 :
Rs. 1250.00.

1. Buddhist cave temples
- India. I. Title

294.34435
L889b

Lounsbery, G. Constant
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Buddhist meditation in the
southern school:theory and
practice for westerners /by
G. Constant Lounsbery; with
a foreword by W.Y.Evans
Wentz. - New Delhi: Indigo
Books,2015.

xix, 165p.; 20cm. (78176)

Bibliography: p.155-157.

ISBN : 978-81-292-0347-2
: Rs. 225.00.

1. Meditation - Buddhism
2. Buddhism - Doctrines 3.

Religious life - Buddhism.
I. Title

954.3

M678b

Mishra, Suresh

Burhanpur:unexplored
history, monuments and
society /Suresh Mishra and
Nandkishore Dewda. - New
Delhi: ABI Prints & Pub-
lishing Co.,2018.

viii, 341p.: ill. (col.), paint-
ings; 3lcm. (77984)

Includes appendixes, bib-
liographical references and
indexes.

ISBN : 978-81-86787-21-2
: Rs. 4500.00.

1. Civilization - India -
Burhanpur 2. Monuments -
History - India - Burhanpur
3. India - Burhanpur. I.
Dewda, Nandkishore,
jt.auth. II. Title

726.10954
F354ca
Fergusson, James
The cave temples of
India:by James Fergusson
and James Burgess. - Delhi:
B.R. Publishing Corpora-
tion,2018.
xx, 536p. + [xcviii]p. of
pls.; 24cm. (78015)
Originally published: Lon-
don: W.H. Allen & Co., 1880
Includes bibliographical
references and index.
ISBN : 9789387587182 :
Rs. 3500.00.
1. Cave temples - India.
I. Burgess, James, jt,auth.,
1832-1916 II. Title

320.954

C437d
Challenges of nation-
building in developing
societies:vignettes from
west and South Asia /

edited by Suranjan Das

and Shantanu Chakrabarti.
- Kolkata: K P Bagchi &
Company,2009.

46p.; 22cm. (78109)

Index: p. 137-144.

ISBN : 978-81-7074-315-6
: Rs. 250.00.

1. Nation-building - Asia
2. South Asia. I. Das, Suran-
jan, ed. II. Chakrabarti,
Shantanu, ed. III. Title
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270.824
S787c

Stanley, Brian, 1953-

Christianity in the twenti-
eth century:a world history
/Brian Stanley. - Princeton,
Oxford: Princeton Universi-
ty Press,c2018.

[xxi1], 477p.: maps.; 24cm.
(78621)

Bibliography: p. 429-469
Index: p. 471-477.

ISBN: 978-0-691-19552-0
: $35.00.

1. Christianity - 20th Cen-
tury 2. Church - History. L.
Title

954.03019
R215¢
Rao, K, Ramakrishna

Colonial syndrome:the
videshi mindset in modern
India /K. Ramakrishna Rao.
- New Delhi: D.K. Print-
world (P) Litd.,2018.

xii, 2881p.; 23cm. (77968)

Includes bibliographical
references and index.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0933-0
: Rs. 1000.00.

1. Gandhi, Mahatma,
1869-1948 - Political and
social views 2. Psychology
- India 3. Philosophy, Indic
4. India - Colonial influence
- Psychological aspects. 1.
Title
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